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» What kind of fan are yin? 


At San Diego Comic-Con intemational tl fownel myself asking that question a lot. Practically 
everyone answered it without so much aa inking: “Gathanimefcomacs,” “Movies!borror! 
books,” of “Star Trek Babylon S/Farscape” were typical anseers What was Surprising was that 
even Stor Miers fans would refine their answers. 

Toyirvies{books,” sald one. 

Another, who | already knew aga collector, said something ie, “Kenner; posters/soulpiunes.” 
Inetanthy | could imagine the inside of his apartment. 

Sometimes | hear the sme question asked another way. Usually this query comes when 
someone doein't leap af the same opocetumity as 2 fellow Fam 

“Look, it’s Jeremy Bulloch! Let's get him ta sign our stuff.” 

“Mah, I'minet really inte autographs.” 

“What kind of fan are you?" 

"him going to the New Jedi Qrder panel.” 

"Who canes about the Books?” 

The great thing about such diversity among Star Ware fans is that so many people can be 
paqt of the same overall experience. Same hardcore special-elfects nuts were chatting at din- 
meron might while their comrades stared blankly across the table, Then someone mentioned 
the Marvel comics, and suddenly everyone wad in on the conversation. Talk lang enough 
about Stor War, ane you ahevays find a topic that had everyone modding in agreement. 

Yeah, Han ceffurely shot first.” 

Now and then we see letters from a few readers who just don't care about one part of the 
magazine. Sometimes they don't read the fiction and just want celebrity Imeriows; mayne 
they love behind-the-scenes articles but have no use for the toys. That's usually all right by 
them, since they like the rest of the magazine, Qccasianally, however, there's one wha docsn't 
understand why every Stor ars fan doesn't have exactly the same taste. What kind of fan is 
everyone ee. anyway? 

Fortunately, mast of us realize you deei't have to read the books, collect lhe boyd, create your 
crv artwerk, or be able to describe the inner workings af the Millennive Faken to be a irae 
Star evs fan. You could be into any of These things—ar none of the m—and still have a pas 
Sion foe the movies or the fantastic qalaxy they intreduced ta millions of weewers. That's why 
we'll continue to cover all kinds of Stor Ward experiences In dasider, from cofecting bo comics, 
fram novels te fan club activities, with interviews, behind-thescones features, and Expanded 
Universe coyveraey¢ in betwen. 

ie, Fi ually not $0 couch for the toys, whieh gets me in dutch with the collecting fanat- 
ics—although the Vaelar FX lightsaber kind of changed that this marth. Call mea movies! 
booksefect lightsaber fan 

But enough about me, What kind of fan aire you? (Let ud kre if ar eimall ora postoarc. 
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Coruscant Holo-ads made Amack af the Claes 
for me. Sadly, Lucas has yet to answer the lin- 
pering questions What exactly does its boky Aat Director; Theresa Cummans 
look like? 
Hutts, What can be said that hasn't been 
sald alreacty? Firially, an alien that defies the 
Tonvertional fiumancid appearance, baffles Lucastim Editor: Steve Sansunsot 
fan filramamers around the world, and has a Directoy of Procetion & Marsdacturing Meat Eleads 
woke so unbelievably deep that hardly anyone 
fan do a godd impression. Kudos to Jabba! 
My Favorite Alien Sullustan. Hey, you gotta love Mien Munb's Sewer triteg Director Rab Stequart 
My third favorite aliens are the Trandoshans, laugh. And with lips that big, you can bet his iene 
They just have that “Don't mess with rial” hired whale species soureds thar wary, boo. Eaton Adeny Prenictin 
of attitude that | think is awesome, fely Score i Seperate — et ea 
favorite ae Wookhees, not just because 
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And my all-tines fwarite aliens are, | think, the . ce ‘ : ae } Technical Dinecnon Wichor Wertz 
mod! interesting ones around, simoly because } a ‘i, Dperstions bLawnpes: left Abaca 
we don't kms anything about them. We don't : 1. & Soham nee hap otc Seraer fer eee Ug 
: +- P Ster Wars inode, December 2003, (USP oo0-oa7|, 
know their home planet: we don’t know their Py TSSM PORTS TI), ie publi A» Blt a erate 
5 1 , Pebricys bbe Saepet, Hceember andl bi-aecrchiy i Bloated, 
average height we doe't know thelr average nradivksh Secs pinkie Eercessbesftereamy ty) Paina 
ifs y mr Y a , = : 1 Ee Pudi, LL 1h.” Die Si, Gide bi, Bellew Boh 
lifespan; we CON ever know what tha TeaeT ie I mi still hoping fora Barabel in Episode a. Seoor-LuMi Ubennd abe! Brewvice Porketca seskaei aa Gk 
of their species i! I'm talking about the aber Thase big, scaly, Jegdi-loving lizards deserve Bieryum, 0 HEC SAG a mail een ohio, 
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Flaster Yoda belong. They ine just so fury Andrew Gilbertsan 

locking, yet wise and brows Are Yoda is Tacoma, WA, 


lutely the coolest guy anqurd. He's the 
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The Anthony Grandia, Company itroduce oe xing 
Star Warsehede series ever produced. «Star Wars € TERS. 
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Star Wars ALLIANCE 
Choose your side — Rebel Alliomce or Galactic Empire. 
And if you con't decide... get both in one set. 


Stor Mors ARMADA — With each 
box of checks you'll receive & of 24 
randomly chosen scenes featering 
storships from oll 5 Stor Wors. films! 





Complete your Stor Wars experience with Rebel Allionce or 
= Galactic Empire full grain leather checkbook covers. 
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ewes one of the first people we caw 
a al Fox Studios in Sydney, Australia, 
Unfortunately, he was Fippirey past 
us im agall cart, and a friendly wave wars all be 
could give us 2s he sped on to his next 
appointment, Later, our scheduled meeting 
aah himowas swapped for a quick infers 
‘aaith Yum coordinator Mick Gillard, When we 
aw hin ment, it was at iunch, avd he waa in 
deep comeenation with director Gecege Lucas, 
so we didn’t dane interrupt, By the second clay 
of our visit, we were beginning bo wonder 
whether our face-to-face interview with parc 
ducer Rick PoCalhin was going ta happen. 
At last, ur quid chikgered us in a. chamber 


that had once served as. Natalie Portman’s deess- 


ing room. Soon after, MoCalhum joined us for a 
8A session full of answers uo horthmght abou 
the meat movie that we have to save most of 
them for dutire sie, In compensation, ho 
made hare we can show you another gallery of 
fresh lmeages frorn the set of Episode ill, 

40 that point, Mearky halfway through the 
production process with post-production 


These are Rick MoCalhan's siaight ower to 
rumor, #6 fonk suuny roan if yeti mart bo be 
completely spc ler~inee! 
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“Temeyrting ue readorling) in | 
the middle of that get had ta ge 
po sutand tales celphone cad, 
~ Pablo continued. and ha gets rr | 
2 btn sp uch troubl 


McCallum 


About to begin, MeCalkin said he felt “relieved ' 


more than excited” at the milesore, With na 
diasiers onthe set and a tienetable that pro- 
jetted an early wrap (in fact, the prcehuction did 
wip five days oarler than scheduled. the pro- 
ducer was ready te rave on to the neat stage 
in bringing Episode MN be tnuilien. Wwe been 
here for almost elaen mantha” he said. “So 
Imi ready ta go heene," 

Production was met the any thing that wars 
ahead of achedihe, George Lucas presented 
the final dratt of the movie bao days before his 
Gradling, Twas pleased af hoy qood lt was," 
Me Calum said. In the previous pao files, he 
megnlained, much of the screenplay was finshed 
after shoating had! begun, but this tine he 
thinks the story is.all there. “lihink (George 
fealty cracked it on this ore" 

The atmsiphere on the set chareped sherthy 
before our anival. Tt changed when Natalie left.” 
MoCalueesplined. “That sick of the shary ws 
com pletely gone, and we don't have any major 
Cams Sequenors coming many, I's jue pure 
Action.” All of the somnes we saw invoked 
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intense lightaber battles, Even without the spe- 
dal effects, the intensity of the combat was stum- 
ning..and it put a question in cur minds: Who 
would win ina read fight, Hayden or Ewan? 

“Hardon,” says. MoCabuen instantly. “He's had 
more time [bo train), and hes out for blood more” 

For the second, everyone elves we asked— 
from Mick Gillard to George Lucas—ageeed 
that while Hayden may once have been the 
leaner, neoy he is lhe master. 

One big difference bebacen Episode i ard 
is predecessors ts that the entire production 
has unioldbesd uncer the watchful eye of the 
webcam (check it out at hyperpace.corn), and 
iL will Continue to in post-production, The 
webcam is wery cool,” MoCalluen said, “| don't 
brow if you quys have beeen seeing it, but | 
lowe if. Because it’s not in cordiqueus time, 
people dont feel i's catching therm looking 
like an idiot. you're really icky, you can pick 
your moet and meq get caught. | like it because 
it's just that meisage that we're mot taking this 
boo seriously.” Wl 









prom the seror EDISODE IIE 


By Dave Gress 


a, ery Aa Cae 


bog (Pare Ay cerry 





as 





ne Annette 
tiles got to wark on 


the much shorter locks of 
actor Bain McGregar 
every moming, as the Jedi 
Master's haa onyle qucdved 
Lowardl thee kook of Sir Alec 
Guinness in Epesade Ty, 
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Bie guys ale sere! 
Actors Hayter 

Chrsbenses (hed) ane 
Erevan MiGregar practiced 
their climactic battle hours 
aday under the watchful 
eye of Stunt Coordinabar 
Hick Gillard. 
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bi-Vian Kenobi (left, actor Ewan 
MeGregor) and Anakin Skywalker 
[Hayden Christensen) traverse the lob 
of 4 Trade Federation cruiser, 


ctor Hayden Chrsterten sits patiently 

in the Haar and Woabe-lip Ge partment 
Waiting for thal day's banshormation to 
take place—a prelude to a much mare 
draenatic one beter in Episode 0 


| Fthey're sharing a confidence, we 
think the Jedi Council should kro 
about it—noew! Anakin Sieewalker left, 
actor Hayden Christensen) ard 
Supreme Chancellor Palpatine (actor 
lan McDermid discuss samerhing of 
importance in Palpatine’s olfice, 






Piece bey Pasa Thibe? 






king a short strall.on the veranda of 
T Padma! Amidala's Coruscant agart- 
ment are the Senators handmaidens, Ellé 

(ett, actress Qhantal Freer) and felotet 
factress Kiriety Wiright. 


tunt doubles Mash Edgerton (lett) and 
Bob Bowles, aso a Sturt Rigger, try 
out a piece al action betore some 
bluescreer on Stage 4. 


Pheate Eq Paul Tilker 


io thes is how the Jedi do i! 4 table 
S in thes Props Cesparbrreertt al Fox 
Studios Australia holds all the 
necessetics for a do-it-poursel! 
hightsaber building bit for the 
budding Jedi, even a 
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men fron the catwalks above Stage 1, 
the bridge of Whe Trade Federation 
Qnuiser set begins bo take shape, with the 

navigation chair featuring prominonaly, 


fwer-pesent Capper board has 
evolved from the days of chalk anc 
eraser. Ibimarks the start af ewery shot from 
Any Canker fo ensure That there is 
detailed information La aid in the editing af 
Ghee arene, 


AS Wehicke, a trarspceter for 
FSuprenme Chancellor Palpatine, as it 
Und erwent contruction at Fox Studios 
Australia. Yet, the ladders were 
replaced with more comfortable seats 
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ruin Skywalker (actor Hayton 
Christensen! is suspickous of neaely 
everyone and everything— 
bul perhaps not suspicious encugh—ir 
Stor Warr Episodic BL 





ank has its peivilege! There's probably 
R no charge for Senator Fema Baab 
(actress Olive Levi} ag She gets a mee “di” 
from Hairdresser Pip Lune in the Hair anc 
Make-Up Department 
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Sa pry Ay oY 


ho’s smiling mows? Jedi Kin Fishes, 
who ahways seemed po be sriling 


in Episode Ul, is less likely to be smiling i 
at thet end of Episode UL we bear. He's | 
alco being played by 2 pew acbor, stunt- i 


man Ben Toke, who gets. fitted for his 
maask im the Hair ane len 
Departinent, 
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Fhyimg halfavay arin The world vail mor 
roally be exciting enough. but fer the Seor Pos 
lecadey sta, THiS. trip to Sydney, Australia, was 
Chee journey ofa liletio® The four of us {Lisa 
Srevers. Vic Werte, Mary Franklin, and Gawe 
Grats aking with eight other editors fram the 
various workbaide Fen Clubs, went when 
every fan dreams of going: behind the scores 
on the set of Episode iil. 

Qur intrepid guides for this foray were 
Steve Seneeseet, director of fan relations at 
Lucasfim, and Liss Shaunessy, publicity assis 
tant for JAK Productions. They arraniped a jair- 
packed, three-day schedule that hed cnr 
international group hustling freen buildieg to 
building ina steady stean of interviews inber- 
Spersed with tie on Set ho tee The filmmakers 
short the last Srey Wiars movie, 

One of the bes, part of thie rip was getting 
To Meet our imernacional eounberparts from all 
ver The weoelct Patrice Grod and Pieric 
‘Gudlomeau from France, an Robb from the 
UK, Joge fuse and Femando Vazquez from 


Spain, Juba Moreno fram Meadco, and Jurca 
Takagi and Alcko Tominaga from Japan. Gn 
aur few! day on the set, Chins Grennan ane 
Peter Roberts from Star Walking, the unedficial 
out long-running Star Mars fam club in 
Avustradia, also joined us, akorey with Arrny 
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Insider Goes Down Under 


Somensky, winner of the Hyperspace "Eo 
Pablo Hidalge fora Day" combest. 


Day 1 

The night before our set visit, we all crowded 
into Steve Sansaeet’s hotel room, and he gave 
Wan overdiew of Epiewde il ard a previa cl 
the nat thine days’ Rinerary. Needless ta aay. 
SL anticipation for he real cliy's set visit was 
palpate, 

The firing far Gpisode Ul was oe more 
Taking place at Fox Studios Australia. Getting 
Oeio The fot vad 4 bit like going through aire 
poet security with a blaster nifle strapped ta 
your back, but with the wave ofa hand ane 
the mention of a certain mainnen, we were 
allovsred bo pss. 

Our troop was whisked off te Interciew 
Production designer Gavin Boerquet, His 
office was. filled with blueprints and three 
dimensional madels of several of the Episode 
Ill sets, The models Themselves were wonder- 
ful, complere with little cuteut figures of the 
Characters that would be in each scene. In 
Mary cases, (hedge models are all that the 
actors have to get iheir bearings inside a sea 
Of bli ar greéendcreen For more on Gavin 
Boeguet's thoughts on production design, 
look back at dnsider #65. 















After lunch, Stunt Coomdinator Wick Gillard 
Treat the editors an The $27 are ariwered 
questions, Gillard talked aloul chorsagraph- 
ing the mary different lightsaber batthes for 
EpBede IIL inchuding the epic battle at the 
end of the movie between Anakin and 
OG/-iWan. His wry humor made this. interview 
partiqularty enjoyable. Ht was during this chat 
that we came up with a question to ask 
almost every interview subject: f Hayden are 
Ewan were fo have a lightsaber Fight im real 
life, who would win? Cee this besue's “Prequel 
Update® for the answer) 

Once the onw was back fram lurch break, 
we saw our first action of the trip. As we hud- 
died arcured (he monibord, the crew shot a 
soon where Anakin disolayed his remarkable 
fghtjaker Skil. There wae 6 lot of downtime 
between Jhol as the cameras were moved 
around for diferent angles. The same actian 
was shot multiple times from various angles 
to give the editor lots of possibilities when 
cutting together the movie, 

Gur aftermoon intervinw was with Property 
Adlaster Ty Teiger. He and his crew ane reagan 
ble for building ail of the props used iby the 
WIrlhus characters, as well. as mich ot the set 
dressing. We were set loose upon the prop 
depanment, aed before you knew it, blasters 
are Various Wookie weapons were in ewery- 
bodys hand’. The attention to detail in these 
ters wad amaging, but nothing could prepare 
Lo for the menvent that Teager brought out a 
metal briefcase full of the “hero lightsabers, A 
“hero” Bem is one used in close-up shots are 
publicity photos. Before us were thee 
lighteabers far Anakin, Obi-Wan, Mace, Deo, 
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Yoda, Vader and a wurprise one we had never 
seen before. To hold these in our hancs made 
us feel lite 12-year-olds again. 

Vite finished our first day on the set wabch- 
ing a different lightsaber battle being Fined 
on the same-set where we watched Anakin 
earlier im the day. The fight was intense, with 
lots of smoke and sparks. Because of the risk of 
burns. stunt doubles tock ower for MoGregor 
and Christensen, but that was the exogthon 
rather than the rule, ancerding to Mick Gillard. 


Day Two 

Day taro at Fox Studios was filled ta the brim 
with interviews. with heads of the varigus 
departments. We Started off the morning wal 
Trisha Biggar, the genius behind the beawtitul 
costume deiigned af the Prequel. Our ibe 
ew Fook place in 4 eodn full of Gealts at choth 
and costumes lined up on racks, Beauttul 
drawings of costumes that were aillin 
progress lined the walk. Beggar gave us insight 
inte the thought process that went behind 
some of the major costumes for Episode li 
Then one of her assistants, Gillian Likbert, took 
us into.a warehouse housing nearly everg cos- 
tune made for the Prequel, as well as 
number of cosbumes that had seen streen 
time In the original trilogy. Finally, Libbert tack 
Ls to the costume storage area for Epizode Bl, 
and we get to mareel atthe grace in the 
design of Padmd's nw gowns and inspect the 
detail on the new costunees for Supreme 
Chancelior Palpatine and Senator Bail Organa, 
among others, 

Alter tearing curselves away Fram the cos: 
Tues, Wwe walled Lip Chae pad ho ireset he 
Coveney, The coatuire props supervi nce, His 
Qfoup oreates the anna, leathervork, jevwelry. 
and other ac oouirervents wed in the final 
eogbumes, Sance work, was wiredineg chen om 


| AZO! 


Epiiode IIL there ywasrrt much toe sho 1s, 
However, one pivotal cogbunme eas Geire fin- 
hed that dav. We'll be able te tak, more 
about (hatin 4 hubure Wie 

After another fine linc, we were ushered 
inte.6 private roam for 6 one an one with 
Producer Rick MeCallum. The power behead 
the throne of the Prequels was relaced as he 
talked about the filming thus far and his hopes 
for Episode If in general. Lock for more info 
from FécCallum im this issue's “Prequel 
Update,” as wells in future sues. 

Our next intendew victim wes John Knoll, a 
visual effects supervisor for Episode iil Asin all 
the Frequals, George Lucas imagination has 
beeen freed to think of stranger and more alien 
landscapes and buildings than ever before, 
and Industrial Light & Magic tt once more 


Pastec 
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by Lisa Stevens 


charged ith bringing his vision to life, Kells 
Job on set is to make sure that ILM has all of 
fhe data it reeds to do its jot im postpnoduic- 
on. Many have seen pictures of Knoll with 
what the editors dubbed “the Kinall Sphere," a 
silver Ball with one sade shary, one side dull 
Krell pcdified the device fram one he'd seen 
areather elects dupery ior usarg lo give the 
ILM animators information about the lighting 
conditions on lhe set sa they could match it 
vaith their OG) effects. 

The final interview of the day wes with Dave 
ound. special effects supervisor. In the age of 
OG), it's surprising how much of a Star Mors 
mowie still contains good old-fashioned special 
effects. These could be as simple as smoke and 
sparks das inthe scene described earlier) or as 
complex as creating a whole water tank fora 
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scene invohing some very wet Jedi, 
Young even came up with an ingenious 
gimbal that allows a set to revolve, sirnulat- 
ing the motion of a starship in distress, 

At the ond of the day, the group of editors 
split up, half of us watching the filming on & 
very small stage while the rest visited the 
Haar and Makeup departrent. An hour later, 
we switched, The scone that was being 
filmed that afterean was part of the epac 
Anakin ane Obi-Wan lightsaber battle and 
involved mostly greenscrean, with oniy a 
sliver of neal set Under thelr foot. 





Day Three 

The final day on the set started of with « bang. 
when we wished Dave Elsey, creature shop tre- 
alive suaerviser, Imagine walking imbo the 
warehouse of a tribe of headhunters, with 
trophies fram a doen allen species on the 
shehves: Rodians, Quarren, tshi Tio, and other 
farniliar faces stared af us from every nook. 
Deminating the room, however, was a cadre of 
Wookiee combines inone comer. Mot onkywes 
our od biend Chesbacea there, but so were & 
number of other fierce Wooklees, Wie also ca 
adumnry that hada great likeness of an 
unconscious Obl-Van, dubbed Fauncbi-ivan by 


The crew, On the other side of the room, teva 
Heimeidian heads serenaded us with the tune 
“Swaned,” The effect was created using & corn 
puter program that caused the mouth to move 
in smch to the dialogue. This physical effect— 
net dighal graphies—s how our Neimoidian 
fierds veill talk in frant of the camera for 
Episode IL 

Qur post-lunch Interview subject was 
none cher than George Lucas. Shooting was 
scheduled to start again soon, so we had 
caly about 40 minutes to ply him with ques- 
tees. Sal, it was a once-in-a-lifetione chance 
to chatawvith the creative genius behind the 
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Who knew the 
handmaicden 
would become 
such a super 
star? KEIRA. 
KMIGHTLEY 
(Sabe) has found fare in the sun 
mer blockbuster Pirates of phe 
Canbbeon: The Conte of the Bick 
Pear! as well as in the sleeper hit 
Bend it Like Beckhom. According to 
This ds London, Knightley is under 
comsiteration fora role in the 
upcoming Sunassic Pork f. “Tt yas 
$0 amazing because Tve been & 
big fan of the original filrm far 
years,” Knight said in a recent 
interview. “Steven (Spielberg! said 
he liked oy work in Sera ft Like 
Beckie and wanted to meet me. 
Tithink Sam Riedll realky pushed for 
ie as well because we had 
worked together before on Goctor 
hiv,” last year's television 
iminbseres. Facing welocirapbars 
and pterodachds n't the oniy 
exciting meas Bor fils. Knightley. 
The Inenmet Movie Database 
reports that she liewerking on Tulip 
Fever, a romantic drama for 
Greannvarks and Miramac with co- 
star Jude Law. Even more: 
According ti British Viequi, 
Knightley has acquired a big-time 
advertising contract with Asprey, 
an upscale jeweler with Pagship 
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by Benjamin Harper 
stores in London and Mew ork Shain, Runvor has it that Jerry ing wold in which outnumbered 
“Woe ace thrilled to have Keira Speinger will havea cameo as Humans battle a horde of robot 
Knightley 2s the face of Aspirey,” hirnself, but let’shope thatone’s = warriors. The deduxe volume by 
said Blanluca Groezetti, the CEO of wren, Check out the incredible Chronicle Books features 75 
AG Group. Icannotthink ofary- — waileratwereapplecomirailes. pieces. of Chiang’s artwork, and 
ond more Jppropriabe to represent i's pongeous, 
us than Kelra. Her bewuty and style Report fram 
complement the new world of Geeldand: The  Ster Mart cormpeaser JOHN 
Aseinery? ptafincthy.” Gen Con WILLIAMS was celebrated 
Garner Fair recenth) &f a BvG-day eeent at the 
From Jedi was held in Holkwwood Bowl in Hollwoced, 
Master to dys- Indianapolis Califomis, antitied John Wiliams 
functional this year, andone ofthe SterMWers = His Music and Mane. The Bowl's 
superherce ques of honor wed DANIEL website described the late 
According to LOGAN [Boba Fett whe reported = August event by saying, “Mevie- 
Box Offine that he wad soon pourneyiney bo nvusic-master John Williams 
Prophets, SAMUEL L. MuCKSON Alew Zealand to do last-rinube brings his oven special rare! of 


(Mace Wired) has talon 2 starring 
voice pale iy The inerecibles, the 
next anamated film fran Pia 
Studies. The story follies a Famihy 
of superheroes who reside incag- 
nite in the suburbs after being 
placed in the Witness Protection 





shots for Thee Love af rhe Ainge The 
Aeturn of the Kiag. Mo word or 
what character he’s playing in the 
final film of the Leed af the Rigs 
trilogy, but by the time you're 
reading these words, you fray 
have already spotted him in 


Program te keep ther safe froma = Hobbitan 

particularly vile supercillain, When 

they're called out of hiding to save = Art genius DOUG CHIANG idesign 
the world, all aigch-ee-double- director for Episodes land ~ 
hockey-sticks II) bias ust published 4 
Breaks bee, boom with celebrated 
According ta the science-fiction author 
report, Jackson will Orson Seott Card (Erader's 
play the heroes’ areh- Game Robota is sn illus 
nemesis in a cast Bhat trated novel with an 
includes Holly Hunter, annineeslac: hero exploe- 
Jason Lee. and Wallace ing an ancient, decay- 








magic to the Bowl when he oon 
ucts. the 
Pha@hanrraric 
in his oan 
masterpieces. 
and works he 
foves” Part of 
the peogram invohwed a mew 
arrangement af music fram all 
five Srer Wiars movies with manrra- 
tion by none other than the voice 
of Darth Vader himself—James 
Earl sores! 


PETA [People for the Ethical 
Treatenent of Animals) recently 
held is armiiad pel ta find out just 
who the Sexiest Vegetarian Alive 
ig, and what Fannous ques war 


Stor Wore saga, and all of the editors were 


thrilled at the apportumnity. 


Our last inteniew was with Roger Barton, 
the editor for Episode fl. Barton expressed his 
happiness at being part ofa Shor Wars mowie 
and geting ta edit with George Lucas. He 
mentioned that George had told him to “mabe 
his own Stor Wers movie" from the rw 
footage, with the understanding that things 
would mare (han likeh! charge when George 
was ready to begin editing. Roger was exciped 
to have the opportunity and said that he felt 
that the scenes he had edited already were 
powetully dramatic, sure to thril fans. 


The day ended with us back on the set to 
wateh sone mone filming of the climatic 
lightaber batts. This time, there wars a bi mane 
22 To com pele wilh The Greeiicreen, Renveen 
shots, Pablo Hidalgs, web reporter eetracreli- 
naire, pointed the webcani a the assembled 
editor. As we got used to being urcker Ure eye 
of a word full of Ster Woers Fans, John Knol 
decided to direct us ina lete webcam feature, 
where wae all potated iin gun chairs to his cues, 
ndiiding a lithe: each} Stor Trek=stde chair-lean- 
Fg to simulate the ship rocking Geonge was so 
amnuised by our shenanigans that he came aver 
ba peer ite the caren, 





naminabed? 
Mane other 
than MATALIE 
PORTMAN 
Genator Page 
Arniclata), Shue 
wor the Gormpetinion last year Gut 
lost top hana to Laven Bush 
this time. The male winever this 
year was Josh Hartnett. Pariman 
may nat have van that competi- 
thon, but according to various 
sources, shen's taking on sore 
hefty roles inthe rear furbure. 
Reuter papas she may be star- 
reg in a flrn callad The Snowe, 
Directed by Betty Thomas Ser) 
the Gir if about a teacher af an 
all-girl’ school wito is pursieed bey 
a student wha thinks he would 
make a good hueband. Rumor has 
it that Portman is also being pur- 
saad to work with Cameron 
Croae in Aizatethtown and ‘all 
begin working ona film called 
Chaser with Jide Lane at the begine 
ning of 2004, Choser vill also star 
Kate Manche and Clive Garen 
ard will be directed by Mike 
Nichols, 


EWAN MOGREGOR 
(Obi-Wan Kenobi) 
recently marrabed 4 
documentary 
called Faster, 








about sorrething that's ignt up 
his alleys rreotoncyche racing, The 
film documents the 2001 ard 
2002 seasons of MotoGP wold 
championship mabarcycle racing 
mennts, and focuses on four of the 
BP's mast charismatic stars. 


According to the Internet Mowe 


Database, the film “is.a documen- Sweetie daring, 
tary, but itdoesnt feel lice cone. CEL IMAIE 
hag the energy and intensity of a (Bravo 5) 
Holkawood action pricwie with the played Edina 
difference thatin Foner the action =| lorisoan’s 

and danger are for real.” archery 


Chiudia Bing on the hit series 





HUGH QU ARSHIE Abioiutey Fabulous. wWinh season 
(Captain Panakal 5 alrerg fry thee: Oa fm ghee WAR, wae ree 
Fecensly come Sure we'll be seeing mice of their 
leted a religious antics, Lavi we bnew, Claudia had 
drarna eritinhed stolen Edina’s PA coniparry right 
Conspiracy ov out from urrder her, iris: Fars 
Sdance, Quarshie plins Father been working hard in the intern, 


2004 film Cobhoges & Queens. 
Co-staning Keri Russell and 
Nathan Lane, the film isa 
comedic romp through jowel 
hessrs, the Londian theater world, 
and the sleary underbelly of 
television docurnentarias. 





Joseph Ennis in the film, which is 
about 4 “can of ward opened in 
the Irish Catholic Chureh alter eon- 
troversial incidents invabarng two 
of its priests. A local jourmelst bies 
to expose a cover-up eth the 
help of one of the priests, who 
hopes that by helping Heil be able 
no clear bits 
Pity, 


BRIAN BLESSED 
(Boss Wass) fas 
been cast in the 





and she has two films coming out 
soon. Calendar Girls is about the 
wore of the Pylstone Women’s 
Iretiquge in Morth Yorkshire, . 
England, who put out a calendar 
every year a5 a fundraiser, The cal 
endar, usually Teapuring srapshots 
of local scenery, becomes Maugh- 
tier and atbradcts worldeadé amen- 
thon when the ladies need 15 raise 
alotof money fast in Your 
Dreams, scheduled for release in 
20, bh about a dentist whe is 
embittered singe the gin of his 






The Waiting Begins 

As the day ended, itwas with a touch of 

regret that we left Fox Stuchos. It had been a 
wonderful three days, and we all wanted more. 
Rick MoCalluins teased us with the tidbit that the 
nest day They were going to film an especially 
acting scene, Gut our Time was up. 

There is nothing more hin than hanging out 
with your fellow Star Wers fans, The cama- 
faderi@ and friendships Chat resulbed will last a 
ldetione We are all excted about seeing 
Episode ffl in 2004. The only problem will be 
enduring the wait, but we will be able to share 
more and more of the details of the tip over 
the next year In Stor Mars Insider. 


Got a Hot Lead? 


Th 1) suiriderppainncom 





dread broke his heart at age 11 
When the dentist suffers ar Scci- 
dent, he discovers that whatever 
he dreams comes. bros, anda 

whale new lift opens up Eo hem. 


They ine 
always after 
his linc ky 
cheers) WiAyA- 
WACK DAS 
Wicket) 
reprises (he Wile rele in 
Lecrechiur: Gack in Dd Model, pet 
another sequel ta the dull classic 





honor flick Lecrechaun. Eriy 
Woodrow and her friends stum- 
bbe across a chest of gold coins 
and, naturally, fail to heed the 
warnings of a local psychic who 
warns them of the keprechaun 
whe jealously quards his trea- 
sure, Alig Starring) are Sricky 
Fingaz, Sheek Mahmud-fey, ard 
Keedha Shand. In other upeeming 
projects, Danwis plays Oberon, a 
jagz-club emcee in Linchain My 
Heart, a Ray Charles biopic star- 
ding Jamie Foxx and directed by 
Taylor Hackford: then he puts on 
a co-producers hat far Ager 
One-Hall, aimovie based onan 
idea he anid David Steinberg 
[Meegosh) concerned hile 
filming Writfowr, ie 
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CGREGOR: 


READY, 
ANYTHING 


The Jedi Knight Talks Star Wars, 
Edgy Characters! and Nude Scenes 


By Gabriela Tscharner-Patao 


e's played a Jed and ajunkle, a soldier and a singer, 4 philoiopher and a playboy. Asan actor, Ewan MoGregor ls versatile 
and unpredictable, a star with an edoe. “Choosing my roles, | always go by instinct,” be says, The director attached to a 
prapect or MeGreger's potential co-stars donot influence he deciian. TV coukin't care ai It’s the script or the style of a 
movie that attracts oe. The best directar in the warld cant make a good movie out of 4 bad script 
' The Shar Wont made gtyle must have attracted McGregor since scripts far all the Star Mars prequels are guarded like the gor in 
Fort Know. Just 4 couple of weeks before he was heading off te Australia for Episode (IL, the actor still hada’) seen one line of dias 
logue. George Lucas told him that the script wasn't finished, “Ginly when | first had to decide iF wanted ta be part of the prequels, 
Iwas shown a script. But since Mve said yes to doy Was, | have no more choice in the matter. | usually don't see any dialogue ar 
storylines until | pet to my first shooting kecation,” 
When we met with MeGeegor he already sported a full beard, and his hair was bleached blond, Despite 










these preparations, he still had na clue as to what would await his character when filming began. “| hear that 
me and Hayden will haw some big kickoff fight.” he jokes. “But until same fan told me about it, | didn’t 
ewen know Chewbaces was back." 

This is theast time MoGreges is Manning to slip inte Obi-Wan Kenobl’s robe. in the begin- 
ning. it took the actor a while te find his fosting ina role that was originally shaped by Sir 
Alec Guinness. He copied the screen leqend's speech patterns and transfgamed the 
character from a Padawan in Tre Phontam Menece inte The stem teacher and mentor 

of Anakin Skywalker in Attack of the Cloned. 
Even though MeGrepar sometimes expressed his Trustration with filming 

In front of a blue screen, the actor is hepey to be in the filed thal wlti- 

mately will become classics. 1 like when kids approach me and wart 

bo know everthing about Shar Movs. | remember vvhen tl vvad HHSE 
way about the first three myself Growing up he watched his 
uncle Denis Lawsen playing Luke's wingman Wedge 
Antilles in the original trilogy. Taday, Mctregar is 


glad he's beaving a 
legacy far his kids ta watch. 
“hy uncle inspired me to act, and 


glad I've now made movies to show 


Lemonade, No Chaser 


4, patches 
Whats in 


During the inter, Gregor seems rest 


with a pink fquid absorbs his whale concentration. 
. Without walting far an answer, he picks up the 


there? hen a 
her, brings it up te his nose, sniffs, and grins in relie?: “It's pink 


0 Up drinking alcohol after he finished Attack of the 


ineldert c9 moment that caused me ta 


“bwanted Was aglor fo just Cut i 
out com plot aner and mare man- 
ageable.” He still drinks bot 


mised George Lucas that h 


caffeine and smokes, even though 
q until they 


i rmily. 


“That's where | have my happiest moments,” he admits. He loves 
leading the a dad, bringing his F-yeareold daughter Clara to 


fF schon and giving baths to 18-month-ald Esthe: “an ben 
uu 
= 
=] 
P=] 
bi tlons o 
=H \ 
e where 9 
— : - 
= ‘ t ith Hine lla 
L “Wie hawe Clara enrolled in school every a bit of orga 
‘4 i, Due wash enough fora Ming, th can be really qagily a nd 
ad F 
= friends wherever we 
After he finished shooting Gown With Lowe, which requined MeGregar tg doa 


[= 
= : : 
at men, hee hed the names of his wife amd children tattooed om hls right 


per am. “Gnce they cleared mee and assured me that | wouldn't hawe ary 


more towel scones or shirtolf scenes, | went straight to the tattoo parlor,” he 


He is not worred about dealing with the now tattes in Future pre 


ched fatherhood with ideal 


iam. “l wanted to be the dlute dad fram the get-go, but ; 


= 
S, | realized that in the first years of their lh 
ae mom a lot more than y need us. | 
= sider.” Since then he has learned a! 
father from his first-born, Since the arrive 


ter, he considers himselfiaim 


daug 
taken ara alr 


“The rales my wite and | ha 
ditional. Hf Clara Is stepping out of line 
for example, it's much more 
effective if | tell her off than 
if Eve does It. In my fam sm 5 
tt works Getter : 








Evveavr fae 
that way.” B 





She arat 


ite gic 








if the are split tra 
Ihy 
ily, does he od 
Courke mak. But neither does me wife he 
adds sith a laugh. “Let's make that clear. | 


have someone come in to do that." 


Nude, Not Naked 


Ewan McGregor was born in 1971 in Grief, Scotland. While his 
brother Codin excelled in school and went on ta become a fighter 
pilot in thee Royal Air Force, ing wasn't quite Ewan's forte, 
AWiheen hep wanted to ke heal to join the Perth Repenor, 
Theatre at the age of 14, his parents su 


, rego 
Bh. which would have re 


ARough he’s had enormous suc 
Bollywood productions like Moulin Rouge! and Star } 
continues to play edgy roles in independent Films lik 
Greonaway's The Pillow Book or Todd Haynes’ Velvet Goldin: 
movies in which Moareger has nude scenes. “lt amuses me how big a 
dead is being made about nudity in films.” he grins. “Lior most peopie, 


in read lite I'm often naked, Evory day a nd sometimes oeen seweral thors 


artistic freedent. “dent ihink th 


Adio is graguibous 4 


enaticom plays & big part Wf nudity in films 


newer made some of my films. And thats 


od. Today his w 
mellowed. Vm less and less aware of what it 


else, too.” He 
time getting funding for Young Adam, a small arthouse film 
with an up-and-coming Scottish filmmaker and several of 
ineesy act including Tilda Swinton and Emily 
ef, Then he had a very GC experience sheocting 


6, “lve me 


there's a bot of that going on in LA. But pou dar 


fo be involved in it if you don't chacée to be." 


Shaken, Not Stirred 


Recently, Bean Mctregor’s name has 
bean mentioned as the successor 
to Fleece Brosnan as James 


fond, but the actor tf 





nat sure Fhe wants 


Ilene Lip thee Srar 


" he says. Ht reminds 

ht poientially going to be in 
tr knowing whether it was a good idea, | 
cd 





a really questioned all the baggage that would 
= commen with it. i was afraid I'd be chased down 
r= the street by crazed fanatics.“ The claser he gat 
| 
Et , a eal * te getting the robe of Gbl-Vran Kenobi, however, 
i a 
folkorte 
* 3 wert f 
hee ‘ed wy He is re 


C st fears 
; oy a haven't been realiz 
; ag F £ 
Trainspotting = 
Fel 
= 


| foes Tans 
he has encountered over the years have 


Ben ery Civilized. “The people are ri 
exbed in it as 4 fi 
oe ee 
iL te Vor 


fo wha is in it.” bee actually lowes being 


= approached by kids who want to know 
=“ iq 
mn a -B ET - 
7 ae a 2 ; ‘ars. “It's fantastic the way children 
4 eu how a lightsaber turns on,” he smiles. 
a ‘hs oly when adults come up to me and ask 
| i) I oh whare they can apply to be a Jedi that | don't get 
— 
a 
-_" = oan end, McGregor 
; + co reminis 
. Pe, = : 
147 rz life, “They er thee 
: world.” he mar reped my 
i = 
—_ 


life at all” He assuened the series would make 
—: =| recognizable 2 4 pertoe and ons pre hora! level, 
ladder.a Bit. “That didnt happen at afl w 
lt hasn't affected my 





career, either in a negative 
nor ina positive way." 
So, ff another blockbuster sevies Gke Stor 


Wars or James Bond were offered to him 


meset, Would bee (bee mead y? Wve always felt 





“alife jess ‘4 
ordinary” — 


ready for anything,” he saysl “1 really 
a have. | wo iRwwonry about it until 
=> 





NIGHTWATC H 














| Selected 
Filmography 


The Pillow Gok (TSG) 
Aolite Lees Geotasry (TSoe] 
Nightwabcl: [7 
Vole’ Goicrane [7905] 


Pee IL 
oa 


The Pheantorn | 





Moin Aougy if, 






Bilaok Heat Gown f2OoT} 


Hes 
429909 on nak say 4 


or 


Gora Alon (2004) 





Star lars: Goisode i! (2005) 
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Me ve a! bee tree. Four coud be traveling 
te work, walking thmrugh the store, going 
about pour everyday roufisg—wher you 
stop te admire 2 rermal situntion thet sud= 
danly cone interesting and a thooght 
enters your head: “That would be @ great 
idee for a movie.” But wtet if you were te 
rephrase that as, “That would be a great 
idea for @ Star Wars Fan Filer"? With the 


Fan Filer Awards, yor can ose Star Ware 


fa tel! your story. 


THE GIFT OF “LICENSE LIFTING” 
For the past tao years, Liscaslilm and AtoamFilms have 
joined together to orate the Spar Wars Fan Film Avvards 
(SWRA): & forum that allows fans to express themselves 
through short filme. By way of these awards, Lucasfilm is 
tempararily granting qualifying filmmakers certain 
rights nonmally reserved exclusively to Lucasfilm under 
copyright law. These fandilmumakers are officially 
granted a lloense to use Lucasfilm's copyrighted and 
trademarked concepts within a plece of week intended 
for publication, AtcamFilens acts as the publisher, making 
the qualifying land available on atamfilmscani. Im creat- 
ing thee awards, Liscadlilm has basically dan, “Here, use 
Our Concepls be ell your own stor” Net only Ehab, but 
they've given fans a forum te show off our work... mot 
to mention the chance to compete for cash prizes. 
Worth pointing cutis what George Lucas has done for 
other filmmakers who have used his famous saga as a 
showease for film production. The first such film to gain 
Popularity was “Hanceare Wars” In 1977. le san became 
the model to which all Star Wars parodies were com 
pared, Over two decades later, George Lucas was quoted 
ona British moening show as saying, “Hardware Wars’ is 
fy favorite Star Mars parody.” Kevin Mubies larraus 
“TROOPS: (1997) brought back the Star Mars fan film ina 
big way, and led Rubee to work on more S¢er Wort pro- 
jects. We could ao recall “George Lucas im Lowe" (1999), 
a short by Joe Nussbaum, who, like Lucas, is a graduate 
of the University of Southern California cinema school. 


i's a parody of both Steyr Movs and Shakespeare in Love 
(1598) featuring 4 young George Lucas asa WSC stu 
dent struggling to write his seneor screenplay. 

The first Stor Mors Fan Film Awards ceremony took 
place In 2002 as part of Star Wars Celebration fl in 


Being an independent filmmaker and a 
devoted Star Wars fan, | offer a dual 
perspective about producing your own 


film for the Star Wars Fan Film Awards.” 


Lye ys aa pig eg PH ey 


Indianapolis, indiana, and it returned this year as part af 
Comic-Qon inftemational in San Diego, California. | partici 
gated in beh festivals and was lucky enough to be 
selected ag a finalist each year. Last year, it was with my 
film “A Green Hape,” and this sear with “Carbonite.” Being 
an independent filmmaker and a devoted Star Wars fan 
my whole life, offers dual pernpecive about producing 
your cum film for the Star Wears Far Filly Auras. 


FILMMAKER, FAN. OR BOTH? 
Before beginning production on a fan film, you shauld ask 
yoursell why you want to oneate it. Look at the past final- 
ists of the SWFA and consider the success of earlier films 
like “Hardware Wars," and itcould load you to a better 
understanding of whal you desire te achaove. 

There are at least three categeries of Stier Wars 
fan Filmmaker 

@ Professional filmmakers who wart to 
compote for an award 
f Aspiring of amateur filmmakers 
Seeking necognition 
D Fars who simply want to have fun 
in Uheir favorite fantasy workd 

i fall between categodies | ard 3, 5a when Isat down to 
warite my scripts, i was trying fo create stories that had the 
potential of receiving an award without compromising 
ry artistic approach to filmmaking. | umdersnoned that this 
apportunity could boost my career, asl thought of fils 
ike "George Lucas fin Lowe*. At the same tine, | had been 
4 devated Star Movs fan vince | was able to speak, 64 | 
pried to make my fan film experience enjoyable as | 
expresied my adoration of the saga’s legacy. 

Viinning int ewerything, buat it is someething fo con- 
tider when picking your gente, Remember your audience! 
The fans howe spoofs and comedies. So if that's your cho- 
aan genre, there's always 4 chance thal an audience 
award, which is based on Intemet voting, may fined its way 
to your mantle. Last year's winner, “Ster Wars Gangsta 
Rap.” an animated short written by Chris Crawford, is a 


The first known Sear Riad fan film, "H. 
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great example of how Intemet buzz can be created by 
hip. modem-day hunor mined with Stor Mort parody 

But if you are loaking to take home the George Lucas 
Selects award, you need to look at it with the perspective 
that George Lucas ls your ewecutive producer. He is 
putting his stamp of approved on these films, so ina sense 
they represent an ecension af his values. 

By attending the 2002 Awards, | gained a better under- 
sanding of what the panelists and Mr. Lucas chose to 
endorse as winners, “Christmas Tauntauns,” the 2002 
George Lucas Selects: Award winner, was an animated 
short film by Matt Bagshaw with music and lyrics by Ed 
Johinoon, 1 captured an adolescent's experience, as the 
audience danced within a your girl's dream of recehving 
Stor Wart boys for Chirivinnas. While | don't want to com. 
pete with animation because it's simply rot ny syle and 
it's beyond omy capabilities, | did grasp the fact that the 
film was shart and filled with mleals. Mt iaias sce] 
children and adults could enjoy, which is alo a comman 
trait among the Ste fare films. [tt mined that with a Spec 
tacular, independent style of animation—George Lucas 
described it as a “diamond in the rough"—so | can see 
why It took home top prize. 

Bagshaw's film prompted me to make a list of all the 
major elements in the actual Star fiars movies: family, 
generations, mentorship, and coming of age themes. 
Plus, there are strang emations—like bittermess, fear, 
anger, and reseniment—that constantly place the charac- 
ters at Durnin peoinnss should one give inte hate and take 
Lhe eady way Gt? Td need to intarporate several of these 
things inte ree evn file. 

With all that in mined) | creared nny stony. Rreoeving that 
Incorporating perianal experiences i always a qeeal writ- 
ing aid, my goal was to compile a complete and cancise 
film that originated from a personal Star Mars emperience 
and exemplified the principles and philosaphies that 
George Lincs’ stories address. | wanted to think of ideas 
that appeabed to both younger and older generations, 
but without sacrificing who | amas an artist and what | 
intended to produce. 


CONCEPTION OF A STORY 
Boba Fetr meeds to po arecery shopaing, and Ae hasan 
armen aith the checkour lody overda coun ieswet 

Fete walking with a basher full of fruit requesting a peice 
check on aisle seven sourds prey furiniy. uot fase | Mey 
Soreon@ dressed in thal Mandakrian gear browsing the 
Fragen food secon would hold the inners: of rans fang, 
but ewen the simplest concept demands answers bo 
dozens of questions. Shoukd the film take place in space or 
on same remote planetoaf the Star Wars galaxy? Or maybe 
your location is here on earth. Goes it invohe 


well-known characters! De yau create your oan? Maybe 
your angle is more of a decurentary style, or a drama por- 
traying reality brushing against the Star Mars experlence. 
The possibalities are endless. Remember that pou have a 
great opgartunity to use licensed and trademarked Hor 


ay ; lon = 5 - 
vour t| OURS need td be CONCISE, Our 
sh: 
characters must evelop QuIc CUM, and, 
é L nl 
most importantly, you have 1 


the an 









Féars merchandise and concepts, $0 dant be afraid te 
maximize this oppartumity when writing your Stary. 
Howser, don't bet it pet completely out of hand. The 
story's content should always came first, abowe any visual 
effects, props, of comumes you're tempted to Include. 
Samecne once told me, Wit ain't on the paga, then it 
Bint on the stage” In other words, you need a good script 
te make the film work. Tes, There is some magic that can 
occur when shooting and editing, But it abvays comes 
back to the script. In this case, you are writing a thort 
film, so one of the most important challenges is illustrat- 
Ing a complete story in a short amount of tine. Your 
thoughts need ta be concise, your characters must 
develog quickly, and, most importantly, you hawe to keep 
the audience's interest. The rules set by AtonnFilms are 
That your piece must be 15 minutes or less, Gut | highly 
recommend staying far vhart of that time limit. The 
longer a short film rons, the more difficult it becomes lo 
hold the audience's attention, as well as that of the 
judges. Remember that it's called a “shart film” festival! 
It's an extremely unique way to tell a story. Try to keep 
the total running time of your short under five minutes. 


PRODUCTION TAROUGH GCOMPLETIUN 

Once you have a finished script, i's tire to Begin pre-pra- 

duction, 6 proces that involves 2 lot of major decisions, 

You must decide the form 4rd format far your prapece 
‘One thing “Star Fars Gangsta Rap" and “Christmas 

Tauntauns” share ie the art of animation. This particular 





viual medium, from moderate fo upscale animation, vill 
orobably abways constitute a majority of the entries in 
this festival. Besides some top-notch animation to cam- 
pete with, you are alse going head-to-head with some af 
The best independently produced spacial effects In the 
SWFA, Aid why met? Sede Wones has always been the fare- 
nner in compuler animation and visual effects, Sa yhy 
would we expect anything less tan youn filmmakers 
pushing their avn technical boundaries to impress 
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everyone? From lightaber effects to serious coemputer- 










generated background: and characters, fan-filmmakers 
pull cut all the stops when it comes to 
Paying homage to Stor Mors. You must ask 
youre if this is something you can go up 
against. Bad special effects or poor anima: 
thon can create a tacky overall look to your 
Tile, so POU Mead te kre pour limits, ane 
kricny your Genre, 

You'll ao need to choose whether bo shat 
on file or video. Both 16 and 35mm film car 
be very expensive to purchase, develop, and 

transfer. On the other hand, it can provide you 


Phin coat of Mecia Trip 


with the edge aver other entries, as most choose 
te shoot on some format of videotape. Last year, 
= = Til Ishet “A Green Hope* entirely on black-and-white 14mm. 
George Lucas In Love (1999) .. amen ee , 


Its format might be the only reasen the film made it ta the 
finals, because quite frankly it was a complete rush job, Ta 
keep costs down, shoot yideo or digital video, especially if 
fou plan le mix live action with visual elfects. This tech- 

nique makes compositing more fluid. You can also mix the 





two, with parts on video and parts on film, maybe to add 




















a different perspective to a certain sceme or shat. Ether 
way, the final product will need ta be on videotape as per 
AtomFilms' requirement, 

Putting together a crew consisting of people whe are 
bath Steyr Wars fans and skilled filmmakers can benefit the 
everall production Acters are eopecially important, 
because you probably need them to establish reality in 
what might be & surreal environment in your story. 
Having all those involved with your film understand and 
adore the Stor Wars saga that inspired the film can result 
ina really creative shoot. 

lshet, devalaped, and edited “A Grean Hope” in only 
four days, which brings up an interesting point: schedule 
your production wisely, If you can avoid if, start your pro 
duction a3 far in advance of the deadline a4 possible, 
Murphy's Law (anything that can go wrong, veal") has @ 
tendency to drop by often on film shoots. Aleo, you need 
time to make adjustments to your story during bath 
shooting and editing. as things Inevitably fail to wark 
according to plan. For exampbe, | had to re-shoot a whole 
day's worth of footage with one of my child actors when 
the original tape was accidentally destroyed, We resched- 
Wed, but Muphy's Law paid us a visit, and the 10-year ok 
had to have an emergency appendectomy the morning of 
the shaot. 

When it's time for post-production, the editing process 
should make ewery scene flow, creating a totally smooth 
look to your production. if yau need same help, pick a 
favorite film of yours (maybe Star Wars?) and watch each 
scene and transition closely te adinire the film's editing 
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techniques and how they help generale a complete plc 
ture. For the truly dedicated, there's no end te the books 
yau can buy for borrow from the local library) om the craft 
of editing. 


oe fiers that 
STU Lilet 








‘Compile a complete and coneis 


originates from a personal Star Mars 


eyvnerenre sand avemnoli he oreo 
EXPErience and exemplifies the princ 
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When you're finished, hapefully your film is ad close To 
your original vision as possible. There ane always going to 
be things you wauld like to have done differently, but 
take pride in what you've accomplished. 


THE COMPLETION OF YOUR OPUS 

The final step is checking all the legal aspects of your 
work, You'll need to slant by checking the mules and regu- 
lations section on the AtamFilns website as $000 a4 OKt 
year's Awards are announced. AlomFilms will provide an 
Initial submission contract, and if you're lucky enough to 
be selected as a finalist. then you'll have even more docu- 
ments to fill aut, Actors and original music composers are 
required to sign clearance and licensing fonmes, and film- 
makers are required te register their finished films with 
the Register of Copyrights, None of these things is par- 
ticularly difficult to do, and seat filramakoers should prob- 
ably be doing them anyway. Atorviles will provide only a 
shart amount of time to campelete all af the proper paper 
work following notHication of acceptance ef your film Into 
the finals, so get your Talent Clearance Forma, Mugle 
License Agraements and Music Cue Sheets signed and 
feady when your film is completed. You must alia subst 
a Perna PA (performing arts) application with the Register 
of Capyrights. 

With all that done, it's time to enjoy the results. Let all 
involved share the pride of what has been accomplished. 
Kiake plenty of copies of your film, are distribute them to 
your talent, crew, and friends. Hold a private screaming 
party for everyone! All of this generates a positive buzz 
and can only help your chances of success, 

Appreciate the fact that whether you are a filmmaker, 
fan or both, you've put yourself in a position to possibly 
hawe a claematic loon like George Lucas view your work. 
That alone, at least for mo, is enough reason to wenture 


dawn this path toward the Star Mors Fan Film Awards. ie 


Mork Buick wore ths antete berfare the Star Wars Fan Film 
Avords, wher fe rook Nee phe Seyvalker Sond Award, 
which included ¢ cofh pike dad 4 day's ase of phe facilipies at 
Sigyrolber Sound. 


Copyright and trademark laws: Documents such 
susic and film are protected by copyright 
laws, and concepts lik qs ane chamacter mainecs 
irk laws. It is generally illegal 
coed work without 
if copyright 
ive Star 
Fears fan filmmakers is that unless pou have a very 
thorough understanding of the lepal definite 
practical limitations of the term “Fair Use,” the 4 
Wars Fan Film awards provide a very rare opportunity 
ay ina galasy far, far aw 


Talent Clearance Form: This is a contract between 
Che producer acl of Deiter Wink Of Mite LTT. 
By signing it, Uhe acter 
actor's leqal quardiacy 
use the actors appeara 
actor's likeness, image, 1 
and performance for alll fax of the file's pr 
and promotion. 


Music License agreanents: Both Master and 

License forms are contracts behween a 

music Compeser and ghe movie producer. They grant 

the producer rariee ive regQhits to recard, wie, and 

symichirceice the corpses! ease ire Tee Tilly ane 

throughout the promotional g 

“senchronizing” isn't an editing Lerml—it just 

using the music ta accompany ae al @lernverit.) 


Register of Copyrights: A diveion of the WA 


ene where you apply bo capy- 


2d of unpublished ork. 


imposed on anciher, it 
and widely used effects te 


Music Cue Sheet: A chronological | 
the ploces of music for “cues") used ina film, including 
the Individual durations of each cue. 


Form PA: The form PAS perfonming arts”) is for the 
registration published or unpublished script or 
[reairnient, ania hier things, tt is available thraugh 


the Register of Cogymights at the WS Copyright Office 


and can be downloaded at we. copyright.gay. In 


addition te the form, you muct pay a small fee f 
rently $40) and submit a synopsis and 4 copy of 
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Behind the Endor Chase Scene 
in Return of the Jedi 


By Ron Madi ; . 5! 


eriinn oly fed! & undeniably one of the grand spectacles ofthe ¢ pretigitalage, when PHual effects were created not on a Computer 
bit hy baling up photographic clement? to epeale a shia, Mich has ier mide of rdf =n ~ space battke willy carers ol 
ships hugging aver the Death Star, a sequence (hal demanded Jenhhe mastery ta COPE iLe eubry Ship co arsingle, strips ool eben Pv 
erinter. Other meémeorable sequences inchude the Milfennting Patcan Pliinvcyulecruag a Une Death 


Wan Pew OrcL apain ang agaan inom optical 
ating passage. ihe speeder bike Cakes Ae SM)” 


{tar with fre chasing it, the walkersin the woods battle, and probably feds mist eaila ! 
* effects shots) Jed) waskhe most elaborate visualbetftects film ofall time—sand soguably remains so to this day. Saye sg mal efedts ee 





fichard Edlund, “hehiekhan ved ivcertainly the most complicated pbotichefical move ever dane, . 
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The (LM effects crew was headed by Edbund and co- 
wwal effects supervisars Dennis Muren, Ken Aalstan, 
and Phil Tippett, all of whom took home Oscars for their 
roles in creating 2 stunning asia of effects. 

fy then everrame was really cookin,” Muren says. 
“Ken Ralston and Richard Edlund did mast of the space 
ship stuff, | did mest of the land-based stuff, and Bruce 
Nicholson did all the optical scuff, By that tine, we'd fig: 
ured out practically everything, so whenever there wore 
any stumbling blocks Peas 
were really geared up far that show, and I think it shows 
in the quality of the work." 

But the hue 

the Ac. 


“Jeol was an inmcrec 


“Lreally 
approached 
that sequence 
like a docu- 
mentary, and 
when we put 
it together, 
you can tell 
it’s right.” 


Apel then Oencae gears. lo 
(ekthinse from bee bit 
Denna Murkr, Pichard 
Edfured, and Phi 
Tipptt=three 42 acerny 
Award winning vouwal 
ahle: by wap yer 
from ILA. 


quickly,” recalls Edlund, who also won Academy 
fuwards for his contributions to Stor Mors and Engine. 
“Wife had much fess time than you would think. We 
had cower teo years to work on Stor Wor. We had 
about two years on Empire also, but Jecl was about a 
we arent about ten 


year nce we finished Em 


manths on Raiders of tee Lost Ark then | went directly 

from that into Falterngetst, and Dennis was working on 
£7, We had bullt this incredible assembly line, and 

that’s the secret of ILM's success. Whenever you have 

ike that, there's this trend: you can really 

and ane thing leads te another, That's 


Assembly line dawn wher I 
longer to figure out than expected—as was the cae 
with the soeeder bike chade, The sequeice iwiad 
handed to the up-and-coming Dennis Muren, wha 
received the first af his eight Academy 
Emagire. but who anh made the leap to Visual Effects 
Supernvisoron 1281's Orogonslayer, followed by ET. 
which garnered him another Oecar before he was 
indentured to Jedi. As was his wont, fluren began 
*noadling™ ideas far haw to pull the fast-paced 
sequence off with his colleagues. “We were worried 
about how we were galing ta shoot the backgrounds 
bund says. “There was talk about flying the 
mara on long cables through the forest, but than 
how do you get rd of the cables?" 
That, eas 
wok 


jha years before digital techimele 
ved Rhee penoble 








Gays, wires and cables wer jor hinds te 
posible, but with the «& icking, there was oe 
neodling Mure could afford. The p ith these 


Who are actually making these mos 


ty fast to dec why don't we 
ned thiat"s 


gliding mavemen 
ized it would be perfect for cresting the ih ‘eo iy Eheroig hh 


the forest, whipping throwgh trees and d ing Gen th lesa 


second derring-do. “Dennis and Garrett Brown shot the b 


Topo hem Pune, Techical Aweistent st (LA's machine shop. shown 
off the Gen-Motion rig ae tt maripyletes a apeeder bike mse ath 
Luke and Links moquesttes attached, Center: Ralph MeQuerie’s 
Be Cn Bet Corey estoy pra ice miter Botinn: A 
Choemeiep of the: spenecker bikoe resides) wet Laser, 





grand, following 2 string on the qround asa pat 
tern” Edlund chuckles. “Later, if the camera mand off 
‘the sbringe For one frame, we could optically adjust 
that frame. Vite ended up going through all that 
footage, fing and Vascline-ing it... And it all 


worked pretty damn good!" 


NOT-SO-EASY RIDER 


$0 much for the backgrounds, There was. still the 
issue of how to believably incarps uke and Leia, 
mod Eo mention several speeder hike $ ard their 
flying “Harley 
Chuen, Sep 
and they agreed 
—A proceeds they 


anded on 


Gea-Motion was Vitaly (he doly refinement to 
Shops chon slit i ion arGurd the dawn of 
Imation vas responsible for 


with effects by 


ter enlivened the mesterpieces of 


th, The Seventh Fovoge of Sinbad, and 


nd the Argoncuns, Go-Motion, developed by 


“Everybody 
poured it 
on in order 
to create 
something 
that was 
heretofore 
never seen 
and maybe 
never would 
be again.” 


Miuren and Tippett, employed stop-motion puppets with 
certain matorized paints that mowed just slighth as the 
camera 2hot a single frame cf film. in the finished 
those axes of movenvent gave the illusion of mation blur, 
rather than the strabing, mime-like look of some stap- 
mition. Muren and Tippett first tried their new process on 
distinguesh their 
Ere ecw 


the Rebels’ smowbeasts, the taumtaurns, 
lifelike gallop from the mechanical stride 
walkers. Phil Tippett and | had been talking ab 
ing something or other because wo had all this gear bere 
that we might 2s well use." Muren recalls, "We miariag 
get hve motions cut of aur Go-Moation rig—a side views 
and coming toward camer. Phil did all the p 
which took forever—ome or tare | 
shot—but looked really good, It 
but it made those sh 

Por mont of the sho 1 the 4peeder bike 


pilots were 1/6-scale Puppets sh 42 bliegepeen 
with rods protruding aut the 


mathon=contral speeder ib 


‘Udell alike 
v pulled the 
the head ar body of the puppet, so it 


Wars Peal fact bo sh Thede things” 





The sneeder bike chase remains an amazing piece of film, the ultimate 
expression of George Lucas concept that transhormed star i space battles, 
where the spaceships were in sharp 
ground, Munn & at the extensive animatics be created anal 

ind adrenalize the incredibly exciting sequence. “Th 
§, “just lie in Star Wer. By doing the animatics first, we were 
shoot the footage, and it came owt pst 
ibout lf too much, because then you start 
asand back views and you end up hurting 
it. Taking it an element at a time like that, everyone likes ta tweak it, make each 
shot a little faster ora little dhewer, and then it wouldn't have been as efective 
when it was all cut together. | really approached that sequence like a documen- 
tary and sheet it the way it would've really beer, and when we put it together, 
you cain tell it’s right." 

While Muren has continued his invelwement with the Shar Med universe, co 

writing a5 well as supervising effects for the Disney ride/Tilm attraction Star faurs 


and for Epis and ll, Edlund chose to open his own effects lacilety, Film, 


which created effects for Ghasthusters, fig Trouble in Lite Ching, and Ad Farce 


One. edi wad really tough, and ip wasn't so much fun,” Edlund explains. “The 

whale gestalt of ILM was charging, ard Idecided that | had signed on to finish 
the trilogy, and at the end of it, wanted ta mowe on, But everybody poured it 
on in ceder to create 2onethi shermtofors mever seen and maybe 


never would be again. Jedi was ou e résistance.” Wi 
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he conversation is about strange planets, imaginary creates. 


and virtual landscapes. With hes lilting Scottish accent—aned 
SS being a few thousand nies reniowed iin faraway Australia— 
Costume Designer Trisha Biggar is really speaking from another 
world: she might as well be sitting on Naboo. But this i no vacation. 
"We have the work crews started,” Biggar reports. "We started a 
fetle earlier this tire, and we're doing the whole thing in Austrailia, 
rather than working for some time in London and then coming to 
weork over here,” 
Trisha Biggar has her work cut out for her. or Episode | she had 
ho reinvent Star Mors costumes while keeping the design trun to the 
Saq4's sparit; for Episode Il, Biggar needed to talce her costumes to 
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the mext step, following a few key characters as they grew inte 
adults. both physically and psychalogically. 

Burt there was a catch. 

While the costumes had to parallel their wearers’ transformation, 
they also had to evolve in reverse, mowing) toward a fictional era cre- 
ated almost 20 years ago, For at the end of Episode UL everslhing— 
including costurnas—needs ta come close te the posit at whach 
everything starts, That's where the loose strands conmect to the din- 
gling beginnings of Epizcde fy, the chapter of the saga that was 
actually the first prodisced. ln this paradoxical environment, Trisha 
Biggar has tirlyed, 


“Actors can and should be inspired 
by what they're wearing.” 
—Trisha Biggar 


e Clo Make the 
founs Man 

The first order of business for Episode Gl was to bring 
young Skywalker aed his girtiend up to speed, "When 
we dew Anakin im Episode 1° Biggar says, Te was stil a 
boy. His chathes at that point were the clothes Tram his 
home planet, Tatooine. When we see him agsin in 
Episode IL, he's om the brink of becoming a Jedi He's 
still a Padayan learner, but he is wearing Jedi-typee 
clothing. It's a bag transformation from how we saw 
him ten years ago.” But Biggar—in true Jed | fash- 
fon—ras mindful of the future, “George wanted 
There to bea Find of what was fo coene,” she says, 
“All the Jedi wear shades of brown, or meutral 
beige and brown.” Biggar marks 4 pause to 
point out that no two fedi outhits ane the sane, 
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even during the big mitde at the end of Episode tl. and then she goes 

on. The colors wa selected for Anakin were at the darker end of that 

range. So be was in darker browns, really rich, deep browns.” Obl 

Wan's costume, by coenparison, ig 4 bot lighter, with many beige pieces 

and hwory outlines. "The aim with Anakin,” Biggar continues, “was that 
Inpeor lighting you could almost see him wearing back, And that wos 
abyisusly te reflect the early part of his tip fren the ght tide to the 
dark side of the Force” 

Beggar didn't stop af color schemes, however, Te really dig into 
Anakin's future, she brought In differant textures. Wie ako wanted to 
reflect some of the qualities of Darth Vader's costume,” she says “He's 
one of the ony Jedi to wear leather, All the Jedi have tabs hanging 
from the from of their tunics, in a variety of fabrics, but Anakin's were 
leather.” This distinction dicn’t quite make the Jedl-in-training unique, 
since a fre of his oalleagues sported pieces of the same material, “But 
again, the darkness of hid lewther tabs,” says Biggar, “wasa hint of the 
shiny [armor] Vader wears. It lets us know where Anakin's going to end 
Up, Way ie 24.6 Subconscious suggestion.” 

Sore! Costumes stayed the same, however, and Biggar could afford 
that because she had done her homework for Episode | and aimed her 
devigns in the right direction, “Obi-Wan ig wearing the same outfit in 
Episode | and in Epésode IL" says Biggar. That was orginally based ar 
the Obi-Wan outfit fron 4 Mew Hope It's just. more useful version of 
that.” Biggar and her team had looked at the way Gol-Wan wore Fis. 
Clothes iin Episcee and barcktrecked from there, tring to reverse 
design what the pieces of clothing must have looked like when they 
were first handed ower to Obi-Wan during his training. To get it just 
right, They even boos Some aspects of tha characters paycholagy into 
ac0tnt “We tied to think of what Obi-Wan, 35.4 young man, would 
wear, afd how he would wear if,” says Biggar, “We alo took that up a 
bit So it would be more sulted to action, with the young Obi-Vran leap 
ing around and fighting, Because by the time he reaches Episode [y, 
he's cbvioushy in full-length robe ane! under-robe” 












































Coloe was.a critical kaue, as is often the case in Stor Frors— 
where miost of the environments and oreatures are instanth 
recogni able because of cheirunkque palettes. We tried to 
mater the colors exacthe” Blogar says. "| actually had the origi- 
nal Ales Guinness cospume to refer to. and we made sure our 
version in Epsede | land then Episode 1] veould have the: com 
oofor, the same texture.” Bu again, the costuires-deskyn team 
had to lead the new movie trilogy forward while constantly book 
ing behind them. The color: and textures were mot eeactly the 
same because Biggar was trying to simulate. through the visual 
and tactile language of cloth, the passage of time. “He's beer 
weamine that cloak since Episode |. Biggar says. In theory, obyi- 
dusty. Bart the idea wars abvarys that tt was the same cloak we were 
Seeing him wearin Episodes | and IL, mot.a different set of clothes 
[that ail looked alike], He's kept and maintained it, and he’s 
shvays wor it" in essence, Biggar had ta de-age ObiWan’'s cos- 
bume, give the fabric the badty it mist have had in its early life, 
and get nid of tired patches and ovher repairs—or their Tatooine 
equivalents. 1 don’t know how they mend their clothes there,” 
Biggar says. 

In the case of the star-faring queen and diplomat Padme 
Aridala. Biggar's work was not any easier. The young woman, 
much like Matalle Portman in real life, had grown from 
teenager to adult im the time between Episodes | and il. Part of 
what Biggar set ut to achieve wars to accentuate the young 
actrets's roalife three-year evolution amd transfer it to the 
character's on-screen 10-year span. “There is an obvious ditfer- 
ence of figures betwhen girs and women,” Biggar iays, “are 
naturally, by accentuating the womanly shapes—the watst 
and the hips—costumes can create the illusion that more 
time has passed [than has happened in reality)” Ad lar as 
shewing that the lead female character had grav okler, 
Mother Mature had already dome some of the work for Biggar. 
“Three years at that age [fram 16 to 19] make a big difference 
in the shapes.” Biggar says. Wo onhy needed to accentuate 
that d@lerence and shew her mere Ike a woman, We saw 
muh ore of the waist and shouwklers, 
far instance” 

Biggar picks the black corset-type top 
Amidala wears by the fire in beer home on 
Seboo as an example of what her earn 
was alming for, With George [Lucas] and 
the concept ant department,” Biggar 
say, “there was 2 Feeling that we should 
see her imuch more asa person; a per- 
son with different aspects to her life 
Whereas Amidala has been portrayed 
in Episode fas. a very official comme 
nity leader, 4 stem fiquretead, here the 
queen was lowering er quand. “That 
particular outfit was fora ers where 
She was on ber home planet.” Biggar 
continues, “in 3 place where she felt 
very comfortable, a safe place, having : j a : 
dinner with an od friend. At the fan sree 
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beginning of the scene she has a sort of cape an. which does allow the 
top of her shoulders to be seen, but it's more demure” 

Ag the evening progresses, the young woman gets increasingly 
comfortable and intimate with Anakin: the cape goes away to leave 
fumidala In her black corset top, with a tight, narrow waist and bare 
shoulders. “lt wasn't neat bo lok in any way fike underevear,” Biggar 
ays. Tt ad ean to ibe @ very fitted strapless top with the black 
leather matching (he black sleeves that are almost like opera ghives, 
50 There wad stil a hernt of formality about tt, but tt was much more 
revealing than anything we'd seen in the past, | suppers, Also. she wed 
ina Station where she was falling in lve with Anakin, even if he 
waar) acknorledging ft at that podet.- 

Apart from the age difference, another inpartant change in the 
life of the maturing Aunédala would have a significant impact on the 
way she drained: she went from Queen te Senator. “Between 
Eplscedes | ared |,” says Biggar, “her rote is relaned from being a wery 
formal character that reflected her position in society, fo 2 stbuatlon 
where shee Still had an important position im public life, but was alo 
able to hare a more private side to her character.” As a rosult, all of 
Padme’ clalhes—even the ones mat designed to enhance her 
emerging womanhood—evoked a casualnoss rarely associated with 
the character in the previous film. “Even the clathes for meetings 
with Palpatine were mot as righ or as formal as the coatuenes in 
Episode |" says Biggar, “They had a fonmalirg to ther, 4 certain cere- 
monial quality, but not on the sare Level that we had in Episode |. 
Evershing was more personal,” 


fehore meaving on from Amidala’s wardrobe, Biggar highlights ane 
final, important change that helped anchor tha Impression that 
the character had aged ten years. "A young woman sees herself 
differently from a teenager,” she says. “There is a difference, | 
think, im their confidence in themsetwes.” Amidala was ten years 
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Older in.Anmoack of the Glanes, and thet fact alone was bound to 
generate and justify certain on-screen departures from the fethaethy, Bede! Pgh Pdr Ariteley ueedeing 9 Se KAT | 
Queen's behavior in The Fhontomn Menact fiddl to that the Fact ply bo reflect Hh claws q wom by Lew inthe fetuee, Botton Rote 
that the actress had aged theres years, crossing an important eee rae ce) ere rece attra] ri Bust bye F 
threshold in any young adult's life, and it's mo wonder Senator _—_ 
Amidala seemed to move and compose herself differently, Ne a aia sen a 
which, In Bipgar’s universe, translated into a new way forthe ——————————~  E | 
character ta wear her clothes, ee | Sates 

“TU think you have bo allow lhe actors to be comfortable in | | 
Their costumes,” says Biggar, “and | think it's one of the first | 
things actors should not be aware of what theyre wearing” So | 
that. partiqular aspect of the costumes’ evolution, a5 it finally I 
appears on the screen, was the result of a psychological 
process and not a creative one om the part of Biggar. Actually, 
itemenged fram a comsclous decision nest ta influence the 
actors with the comumes. “Actors can ard should be inspired 
by what theyre weareg.” she day4, but dhe emphasites that 
the coctumes should never direct their wearers. 

The actors shouldn't be inhibited by the costumes,” 
Beggar sayt. bviously, in Episode |, that was a much more 
dificult thing [to achieve)" Who's forpatten the massive 
headpiece: Amidala had to wear? “In Episode ll the cos 
bumies were much cask to mows around and be mabural irc 
they were on a much smaller scale, I think it’s importang ta 
avedd (situations) where you hawe te do special things.” Cin 
Epieade | evan the handmnaidens had to endure their enw 
personal form of costume dictatorship, “Rar some of their 
COST eres, Wwe Ad bo develop 4 tpecial teat for them to sit - 
on” remembers Biggar. They couldn't sit down property, er Br se h a 
so we had little seats that fitted inside their costumes | ay r ‘hoi ait j 
which they could sit on* 

Then again, this relative lack of clothing ectravegarece 
didnt maioe It any easler on Biggar and her team, While 









STAR WaehS INDZIGED us 


the character evolved toward adulthood, the costumes were paradaxi- 
Cally moving toward a past that had simpler design lines. Remember 
Leia’s white Senatorial rebe from. A New Hope? “The idea of |Paclmd’s 
covtume] was a very, very single wedding dress” Biggar recalls. “Great 
simpéicity, and tt took quite a lang time to get to that point, We gave it 
4 pre-Haphaelite feel we had to make some lace pleces to-go-along 
witha very old piece of lace | found in Austrailia...” Biggar takes ina 
slow breath, looks like 4 very simple dress, but it ended up being 
probably one of the mast complicated dresses, It just took a lot of time 
to think about the simple aspects of if" 


ie turn away from the light aind embrace the dark side. we find 
that even the bad guys had their costumes evolve backward, using 
that paradox to grow into what will eventually connect with the real- 
life past, the laber episodes of the saga. “The costume for Count 
Dooku wad a very dark brown,” Biggar say, “and it had a sort of for- 
mality about A lithe hint of the lriperial army in the future... 
although that wasn't intially a thought. Bt occurred to me later on, 
that there was a link on that level” Which goes to show that ance a 
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concept and a direction are finnh! rooted ina design, same of the 
work is dane pubronschausly, 

One influence on Cesoku's outfit that Biggar wanted ta explore from 
ihe get-go was that of the Jedi Order “He had been a Jedi," she points 
out, “so the colors we used for his costume reflected that.” Thus, the 
‘Count wore brown—dark, naturaly}—but akeo a distinctive look, very 
classy, something you might wear to the opera “This reinforced the 
idea that, althowgh Dooku had fought alongside Jedi once, he had left 
that aspect of his fe behind him,” Biggar says. “Still, there are other 
Jedi who have a dightly more tailored look than, say, Obi-Wan. There's 
one or gwe of them. Motes sophisticated as Dooku, though.” The 
Count 16 truly ore of @ kind. 

One ofa kind arinot. even the powerful Count Deaku had to obey 
the force that pushed costume design foraan—or backward, from a 
CéNain Point of view —to mect up with Episode IY and complete the 
cance, Technical aspects alzo follow that conceptual drive: mat onby 
are Amidels’s clothes getting simpler, while the handmaidens can all 
sitdiown in costume=to cite only two exam plei—but stunt cos 
Tumed are now designed with refined techniques that make them... 
well simpler. “in Episode i, we had the Maboo military wearing cos 
fumes [with wery righd places” Biggar says. We made stunt yarla- 
tions of all that armen so that stuntewen could fight 
comfortably without being injured. We used injected foam 
for the pleces te keep their shapes and then added paint-on 
leather coverings to create the illusion that these were the 
original costunies, and nat copies.” That procedure was not 


neceisary for any of the costumes in Episcete i, theawgh sone 
pieces of clothing loomed anything but cushiory. Even 60, 
nobody needed a special version of their costume; reo even 
Jango Fett, one of the most action-oriented characters inthe 
whale mowle. There were rigid pieces in there,” says Biggar. 
“but naturally we would go to the stunt coordinator [Mick 
Gillard) and discuss any aapects that we thought would need 
to get koked at, 50 nothing could hurt the actor. His costume 
was quite stunt-frierdly, really.” 

And vhere is this @aing iin Episode Il? i's stil too early to 
reveal details, in part because Biggar had yer to finish sone of 
the key costures 25 of this writing. We ane working full-time 
on the designe, and they are taking form, but the challenges foe 
this movie have nat pooped up yet | don't know here if i Por 
the other departments, but iin our case we fend bo meet most 
ef our challenges closer to the time when we start filming.” 

One significant costume transition should be mo surprise 
13 fans of the saga, Anakin Skywadker will be hurling toward 
his destiny: the black-arncred Darth Vader, The Jedi ls nota 
Sith Lord yet, but he's.on his way, “Wile make him much 
darker this time,” explains Biggar. “He was quite dark already, but 
we've completely made him gert of vague, dark browne it almost ends 
up black-brown so that when we see him in black, everyone had been 
led there.” That's as much as Biggar can say—lor now—about the man 
who wil be Vader. 

Inthe end. characters will have grown up to be close to the paint 
where they were introduced to the public back in 1977—there will be 
an 1-year storyline gap barwean Eplscedas Ul amd [Their costumes, 
le everything else in the Star Mors prequels, will have evolved in the 
same way. But acy simplicny will be hard earned. “As is almost always 
the case.” Biggar tay, “the simple things are often the most difficult, 
it’s hard ta explaing there are just so many versions of sienple,™ Se 
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mice Fosveliug got it started with 

“Hardware Wars,” and then Kevin 
Rubia mace it beg wath “TROGHS,” Bay ihe 
lane 1990s, Gazend of fans were upleael- 
ing Ther own Sor hors Lan films, but they 
did so with « lingering fear thet one lay 
they would know how the Tote 1 felt 
when the Star Destroyer carrying 
Lucasfilo’s lawyers caught up with them. 

“|Many films] wore procoded by a 
screen that said somerhing like, ‘Please 
don't sue re, fle. Lucas, laughs Score 
Roeich, vice present of marketing for 
Atom$hockwavre Corporation. 
Fortunately for the fan film rebellion, 
suing the filmmakers into oblivion was 
the last thing Lucasfilr wanted. 

“They knew that their fans were very 
interested in this kind of activity.” says 
Rotich, “and they alia knee thaq 
Atom Files was very diligent afoul taking 
core of begal clearances and generally not 
running afoul of copyright law." So 
instead of tuning the Death Star loose 
on fan fimemakers, Lucasdilm chose to. 
recognize and even sanction their cre 
aiviny, Before they could do that, haw 
ever They heeded a plan—and a panner, 

The people at Lucastilm ard 
ALomPilms started to hawe meetings. “It 
Started out as 4 very vague ies bo show- 
case this kind of creativity.” says Roesch, 
“and over about a year evolved inta what 
is mow the Star Wars Fan Film Awards: a 
fairly SITLCt ned! aniniial event thay cule 
nates inthe Award Ceremony” 

The partnership appears 00 ise a suc- 
ets for ewerone invotwed. The Seer Mars 
name brings lots of bradfic to 





atomfilms.com—in fact, “shor Mars 
Gangsta Rap” the 7007 Audience Chaice 
winner, is ane of thee sine's rst popaular 
lherings, In ackditicn to abbractire Eels 
viewers and acvertivers, Roesch says, 
showcasing fhe fen films “allows us to do 
things like last year's television special on 
the Sci-Fi Network, that featured the fan 
film contest and was hosted by dinector 
Korein: Sannatin.” 

While some fan filmmakers are armia- 
beurs wie are Fappy just to cole, reonyal- 
ties and havea vehicle to show off their 
work, others hape to use ther eqpasure 
at the Fan Film Avevards as the first step 
into the larger world of professional fil 
making. It's warking already. Even before 
the aavands ceremony, Keith Thomson, 
director of “Whe Waeits ta Mary Darth 
Maul,” was in negotiations with MT ta 
Chale a Carloon Series, 

fe its First year, (he Fae File Avverds 
were held at Stor Fars Celebration il in 
Indkanapolis. In 2003, the ceremony 
mowed to Comic-Con International im San 
Diego, where it unfolded to an audience 
of over 2,000 fans, with Jeneny Bulloch 
Boba Fert) paring as Master of 
Ceremonees, Roesch says, “Iwas really 
impressed by the way Lucasfilm and 
Comec-Con warked together to pull off an 
erent that, in its cen lithe way, had the 
fecling of the Academy fwands” 

OF 75 entries forthe 2002 competition, 
1a finalisss vied for 6 awards, Even 
theaugh a couple of ackoicwledged 
favorites did take tap hoarmars, most 
agreed that the rest of the Feld was any- 
one’s bo claim. “We had really comsisbent 
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quality among all the entries” says Roesch. 
Thene anc some films that are more profes- 
sional and polished than others, but they 
always let a couple films in that may mat be 
palished at all—may be pretty rough—but 
there's sore kind of spark of creativity or 
mage abd these,” 

While mest of ie cconpeqinoes agreed 
chat Ee ber had iesen raited ooesideralily 
this year, mast. abo identified a couple of 
carly faworites. One of them was “Jedi 
Hunter” a parody that imagined Baba Fett 
as the Ausshe “Crocodile Hunter.” 

Faiwnaloer Jed Cloletti (Silent Burt 
Deadly 2°} was one of many who predicted 
another winner just Getone the awards were 
announced, “It seemed po be anybody's 
game last year,” be says, “Tut | eeduldd be 
surprised if Fink Five’ diaese't nun deve will 
the crown tonight. it's truly a great film. | 
remember saying. ‘Oo we have to be im 
competition with them this year? Anybody 
who was up against Schindler's List in St 
must have belt the sane wary.” 


Friends and Relations 
Many of the filmmakers got an @arky stat as 
children making what ameunted to hanre 
moves with a video camera, io ifs only nal- 
ural that their siblings, parents, and children 
often help them create fan filmes. 

reg Mouser [funything Shar Pars) dinee 
insplratean for this music video From playing 
with his daughter, while Mark Rusciano 
MCarboanite) ig a second generation Star 
ors fan, “When | was theee months aut af 
thee wont, | couldit stop thanking abit 
1” tee says. kly mother was Thirtytive and 
She was the one buying all the tops, Since fl 
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the way Lucasfilm and | 
(@elsalien@e emi els .<clemcele(-dalals 
to pull off an event that, in 
its own little way, had the 

feeling of the Academy 
Awards.” 
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don’t have any brothers and sisters, he 
said, “ow don't need slings; you have 
Star Wavs.* 

Srothers Kostas and Paul Constantakis. 
CTK 309 and Me") divide the filmmaking 
duthes more or less equally. but it was the 
eider Kostas who served as principal cam: 
eraman While Paul staned as the 
stlarminoper-behmended ewenanan “Jim,” 
Recently. they left their day jobs to com- 
centrale on [irreraking, again a5 2 Dear, 
“Whe aed to have reqpular jobs.” explaans 
Eostes, “to build up enough of a finances 
background to qet camer equipment 
that'll allow us to live out this dream 
we've had in our minds for years.” 

Eightern-yoarsnid tudes James ard 
Robert Dastall "How tl Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Lowe the Superlaser) have 
the alvantage of being each othes's 
stint double, Already they we marke neare 
than 20 Tiles toapetteer, and, Ge he 
Conviantakis. brothers, hey shane the 
work and oredet equally. Originally, they 
intended to tag-beam the acting chores in 
a parody of both Star Wars ane Gr. 





Atrangelove. As filming began, however, 
Rolvert wae sick, so James had to pulla 
Peter Sellers alter all. This past fall, the 
brother embarked on another venture, 
together of course: film school at the 
University of Cenbral Florida. 

You don't have ta be related to form a 
Ster Mtoe Family. When Sandy “Cray 
Watto" Clark massed away fron his 
friends in Tennessee, he wanted to da 
soreething fun when he came back to 
visita year later, “I told then | wanted to 
do one fun Thingy that we could oe imanm 
Alternoar.” say Clark, “like make a meayvie 
co something. And John [Hudgens] was 
like, ‘Okay, I'm all ower that. We're going 
to make 3 movier™ 

fs Jef Cioletti was filming the dacu- 
mentary “Millennium’s End: The Fandom 
Menace.” one of his interview subjects. 
was webmaster Low Tamibeare, Im acdll- 
tien to their mutual love of Stor Mars, 
they realized they had something else in 
common: Eighteen years earlier, they 
had qane on the sare bes trip toe 
Washington, D.C. The coincidence 








































Pie production, fhe this ehanneng shot, 


“What kind of movie can you make 
with a trunk-load of Star Wars toys?” 


encouraged them be vay in touch, ater 
comeentions toyether, and eventually 
beam up bo create “Silend But Deadly" ane 
its sequel, “Silent But Deadly 2," this 
year’s Spirit cd Fandom Award winner. 

Sometines you make your friends after 
you've mache your fan film. Wineks before 
the awards ceremony, John Hidgens 
Jedi Hunter" and “Crazy Wate) anel Troy 
Stokes [Pink Five") began chatting 
online. Each admired) the other's work 
and thought his nval was sure to vin big. 
fis ittumed out they were both right, 
and their casts and crews. celebrated 
together at Comic-Con. 


From Fan to Filmmaker 
‘While many of the competitors in the 2003: 
Fan Film Avsarchs aero at beast peart-tirnas 
filmmakers, many were amnateiins at best, 
“Tkiecey riathing abst making filrrrs,” 
laughs Greg Mauser, a welder fram 
Bellewlle. IL That didn't stop hen from mak- 
ing “Anything Stor Wars," a music video with 
a catchy litte tune celebrating a love of the 
navies that he shares with his daughter. “As 
amatter of fact, as faras the song [goes] it's 
Justa hobby: | iovow I haven't got the geeat- 
860 oie iin thee workd, but it’s sonething | 
like bovdio far abot of fur” 


AY tha let acthon of "Pink Fie" eas hot sqeinet hiueeeceren ina single offer. The reat were all 





—Sandy Clark 
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Before directing “Intergalactic idol,” 
Chris Cashman already had years of 
experience. albeit without a lot of high- 
lech equipment, “I stamted shoating films 
with my neighbor's VHS camera, when 
we were eight of nine,” he recalls. “Tiel 
were big Star Mors fans and had all he 
action figures. We'd re-create scenes 
from the movies with our action Fqures. 
When bans shooting the final scenes, | 
was shooting from the theater booth and 
leaking down on this scene. It looked as 
though it was these Gttle action figures 
corre alive” 

Cashman's partner behind the camera, 
Garren Leis, made 4 similar progression 
from early fooling arcuned with the video 
camera toa full-blown production. “Me 
and my buddies used to make stop- 
motion films with out action figures alll 
the time,” he says “t's kind of cool to go 
from mowing Han Solo’s leq one frame at 
atime to haying a dude up on stage 
doing it hor you.” 

Despete the luxury of real, living actors, 
Cashman ane Leis sill did't have a full 
crew. “Me and Chris were weating many 
hats," says Lees, including craft service 
and costuming—buttoning up people's 
ops and such” 
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Equipmant was anoher problem for 
the makers of Intergalactic dol espe- 
cially oc! (hey tried to move the camera 
Of leave the theater. We had a very rick- 
@ty Dipad dally that got us portions af 
Shegte we were able to ue. For eters, 
we went out inte the mikidhe of the 
desert and fst had the [canera) up on 
sticks, trying to cover it up Irom getting 
all the sand blowing at it at about 100 
miles an bour. We were kind of out of ovr 
minds to de that. but we gata great shot 
oul of i” 

For Fans with a litthe cash, the right 
tools can make the job easier or provide 
professional-lonking visual effeecs. “IE's 
amazing to thank that for $5,000. you can 
havea complete editing syetem," says 
Jerenvy Wess [Han Solo Switch 
Campaign’) “vhereas 10 years ago you 
would have had to spend $50,000-60,000 
for the same equipment. It's really been a 
boon for fan filmmakers.” 

Mark Rusciana favors the look of film 
over digital captumne, but he had te oee- 
sider the cost factor, “When | wae wark- 
ing with child acrors, | hed to let it roll, 
betause you've got to hope that you get 
iin Chat time, because a lot oF it bts mot 
going to be usable.” 

Film is not the only expense to consider 
when embarking ona no-biuickper project. 

The Baste brothers made extensive 
use oF dagi¢al compositing, but they had 
to shenat their film in their house, and that 
meant wing bessthan-professianal mate= 
flak. “The bluescreen was simply a bli 
Tablecloth,” explains Robert. 

Trey Stokes had the advantage of 
already working In visual effects, ard his 
original reagan for creating a fan film was 
to teach hinsel! a new skill, Fortunately, 
the stage he ued provided more inspira 
Ton, “Pink Free’ was really just something 
Idid because | wanted to try bluescreen 
shaating onimy can The place where 
my Friends had the bluescrean se1 wp, 
they had a fighter pilot quttin, | theauigh, 
Weill, okay, what cam | cho with this?’ The 
idea for "Pind Five" just came from that." 


Wh, Gren [ie 

Why Star Wars? 

The contest rules restrict fan filmmakers 
rom creating mew stores within the Stier 


Wir universe, so many of thee entries are 


= 


documentaries or parodies. A few rare 
entrics, like “Carbanite,” avaid those cat- 
eyories, bait mast qa Sbraght for fhe 
funny borne, Somehow, despite a few 
superficial similarities, these parodies of 
Che sane film world manage to stay 
fresh, making us wonder just hows Stay 
Mors provides fan filmmakers with sa 
much diverse inspiration, 

“Lthink it offers a bigger bay box than 
other loonic dramatic movies,” says Keith 
Thomsen, “| doubt, far instance, 

ATOM Fiins wauld get 48 many entries for 
2 Schindler's Loe Fan Film contest” 

Many of the fan filmmakers cite the 
sheer magnitude of Star Wars fandom as 
the reason itis so nips for parody, “Aloe 
of people are so faendliar with Sor bors” 
says Jonemy West, W's $0 ingrained incur 
culhure, that You can Lake someone like 
me, who dient ook anything like 
Hanisoe Ford, but you put on the west 
and you put on the blaster, and hey | 
lock like Han Salo." 

The reason parody is $0 attractive ir 
fan films isn't just that there are so 
many Star Wars fang, it helps uhat so 
many of thern lve the movies so 
infenseny. “The key to amy parody is to 
ie able to make fun of something that 
People take so seriously,” says off Allen 
idiréctar, “Trooper Cloris"), “and hiin- 
dineds of thousands of people take 
Star Wars seriously.” 

Gn the other hand, sometimes the 
backlash aqaanst the series’ popularity 
can be just as useful to these writing a 
parady. There are a lot of people who 
are not Shar Frors fans when think it's a 
joke in the first place” paints out Curt 
Allen (animation director, “Trooper 
Clerks), “and if you can play om that 
Ange, Then you Can really pet some 
thangs going an.” 

Of coune, eversone actually warking 
oe the films if a fan, and they see the 
quality of the world created In the filrns 
48 part of the appeal of making a film in 
that setting. From the first moment they 
saw Stor Wows, they wanted to visit the 
galany far, far away, “You wanted to exist 
in the universe,” say David Burns 
CTreaper Clarke"), “and you wanted ta 
haw a lightiaber and run around and 
drive landsgeeders. 





“Star ars is just so tight,” he adds. 
“You know where the boundarnces are ane 
where to break them” His peers share 
that sensibility and ageed that you hawe 
fo unrd@erstand Srar Wes as a fan before 
you can really parody the films. I think 
the great thing about Ingergalactic¢ ial’ 
ia that the characters really stay Ire, 
even though they're tuner.” $ay5 Paul 
Molnar. “Boba Fett didn't act all gooty, He 
came out and he was very serious. Ther 


Ti ni y 


The universal ingredient in all these 
parodies ii lowe, No matter the specifics, 
the feelings of the fan filmmakers ahaays: 
come back bo the sense of wander they 
first experienced when watching ihe 
mowses far the first tirné “Wl doesn't seen 
like anything comes close be the sone 
and wsion of Star Wors,” says Chris Gare. 
“Something about an army being chned 
ta fight off mystical warriors with super 
powern—nobody ole is ewer trying that 


“Half the time, if the teacher came and 


ri 


si 


a De vo, ee he 
iacked me on the 


eer de ; 
head, It Was 


because in my imagination | was run- 


ning around in George Lucas’ world.’ 


he tured anilhis butten on his parts an 
started singing.” 

Considering how essily parody can 
become onude or mean-spirited, some 
poighit be sunpeised by how censorial 
Lucasiilm is aor. The 2002 Best Animation 
Award winner, “Jar Jars Walking Papers,” 
net only depended on the fan backlash 
aqqaingt the qoaly Gungan burt alsa 
included George Lucas a5 a character. 
Undtil they save ition the let of finalists, 
many newer would have believed that 
Luocasilm would condone, let alone 
reward, such poinbed hum. 

This year, some entries 
pushed the envelope even Fur- 
ther “We're by far the mask 
vulgar Star Wars parcedy that's 
ever been created,” says Jett 
Alen, whe wad amazed his film 
wee allowed bo Goripebe, reser 
mind win an award. “Wile hays 
Imeore Cure words, more s=nual 
innuendo than anything that's. 


been produced. We were so 

thrilled when Lucasfilm and ao 
AtomFilns sald they'd take 1 
Trooper Clerks’ We vere like, 

"Faeadliy? Wintel Cond" | 





Kosta Constantakis 


Jirector, “TK S09 are 


And if they are trying, it's gelling bagged 


down by Holhpwood producers, and thars 


the one thing Star Mars doesn't have” 


Great Minds ... 


The Star Wis galacy is vast, but its not 


surprising That some of the competing 
filma shared a few similarities. One come: 
mon theme was bo paerddy both Srar Pears 
and some other bastion af papular cul- 
ture. Television comercial were & 
favered target among the 2003 finalists. 
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and Pad Lorstanbakes: 
Gate a heartuarcing tale 


hers can take tun 


Mike Kane is a (LAM adenimistragor for a 
bank, but his skills make hin popular 
with other fan filmmakers, who tap him 
to create animations for their movies. 
This year he created his own, “TIE TW 
Spat” a spent of the Mitsubishi Eclipse 
ans featuring the bowe-it-or-hate-it ong 
“Days Go By" by Dirty Vegas. This time it's 
Boba Fern whe does the pop-n-lock rou- 
Tine in the passenger seat, while Garth 
Vader drives ...er, flies. “Right maw it's 
mare of 4 hobby,” tays Kare. “If it pans 
Ou lo be & career, even better. But i'm 
net planning on doing more than just a 
hobby for move." 

Among the finalists wane tao panodiees 
combining Star vies with the Apple 
“Switch” adyvertiing campaagn, here 
West imagined that the problens of the 
‘Hennivan Faicen could all be the result of 
7 AaniCular operating stem im his “Han 
Solo Sadtch Parody.” He uploaded the film 
be the web in Moeniber 2002, but the 
heagh trafic soon shut dawn his site. 
Fortunately, theeforce. met offered to host 
it scan alter and then West heard about 
the Fan Film Awards and atomdilms.com 
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Choosing Han Sole as his subject was a 
fo-brainer for West, a lifelong fan of the 
smuggler. When he was little, he explains, 
“1 didn't have a holster for my little Han 
Salo blaster, but | would take a shoe and 
tape it tomy pants and then stick the 
Han Sofo blaster inside the shoe and walk 
around the house, and | juss thenugha | 
was the bambeditggity." 

Web designer Ganiel Johnsen used 
nothing mane than Flash animation ard a 
Computer micnophore be create his. ara 
mated “Dark Side Switch Cacnpaign.” 
Citing cartoonish Bill Watterson and the hit 
series Sow Park as influences, Johnson 
finds animation the easiest part of fan film- 
making. Mot counting writing the sorpt 
and adding sound and music in post-pro- 
duchoan, he eoplains, “Animation-wise it 
Came together in five hours” The inspira: 
‘Hon for Johneon’s film came fiest from 
Apole, nat Anakin. We were just trying to 
come up with something that was hired of 
somes who was defined by a change of 
heart,” he says. We kicked around a few 
differen ideas, like the Agersthe Paul. That 
wat a ttle Too preachy, Beredace Arcicid— 
then Darth Vader popped into my head. 
aed that wad just perfect” 

Since the unbridled success of the 
2002 Audience Choice Award winner, 
“Her Word Gangsta fap," animated fan 
films have been among the most popu 
lar. Like Daniel Johnsen, writercartogen- 
istfamimator Keith Thomson wears his 
influences on his sheave. “l'd put up a Ball 
Plympton statue at nny house if ghey 
made them, and if) owned a broaise,” 


Always in Motion (Pictures) 
Is the Future 
Even before the awards ceremony, most 
of the finalists were already thinking 
abut what lhey would create for net 
wears Competition. Even those who cid 
neat yet have a concept for a film lone 
they wanted to make another ome,“ Fie 
sure i have another short film coming 
dawn the pike by ther emdl of the year,” 
says Scott Patch Pempire of One"). Vd 
like to keep leaning and making movies." 
Jeff Allon and crew ane ayer ricene 
ambitious, We're hong bo get thee or 
four more animated shorts by the time 
Celebration Il rolls around.” 





Daren Leb i equally certain thet he 
and the Titergalactic kdoF onew will be 
back. “loould definitely see us being 
around agaen for next pears Fan Film 
Awards.” 

Others took inipiratian from other tan 
films. Greg Mouser, indpined Ey the 2002 
fuudience Choice Winner, “Stor bars 
Gansta Rap” is working on he own rap 
about the dark side. 


' 


shary. “Originally we wrote a different 
soript for the Fan File Awards,” explains 
Paul Constantakis, bul weather Curried 
on us [the snow melted], $0 we had ta 
quickly come up with thes scrape. 3 ve 
still have a script waiting for mest years 
fan filen festival Weather permitting. 
that ts, 

The fan fiien awards provide a fantastic 
way for filmmakers to show thelr work 


‘A good parody comes from the fact 


Dg ee a i ree ge eg en 
that everyone knows Star Wars. Every 
t 


‘ime you make a reference to it and 


make fun of it, people get the jo 


The “Silent But Geadhy? duo of Cidletti 
and Tarmbeone had already planned a 
third and final installment of their po pu- 
lar series, in hoenage to the structure of 
them favorite movies, 45 of this writing 
they had already begun photography 
and planned to submit their nest offering 
carly meract year. 

The Constantakis brothers are already 
prepared for the next competition with 
what we suspect might be a Hoth-based 
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legally and widely, but they also act as an 
incentive for these who might mot ether: 
wie act on their daydreanrs of creating a 
mavie. “it gives you 4 great reason te 
make the film,” says Chins Goete ("2005"), 
“Nobody's going ta gree you 4 deadline 
when you're an independent short-vklea 
maker, but ther Shor kars Fan Films gives 
you adezdine, and you'r being judged 
by George Liscas. It's better than film 
school, if you ask, vem 
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Christopher Lee on 
Count ‘Dooku and a 


Villainous Career 


Fa By Kiarcus Haar 


“I've been looking for Serenno on the 
galactic map,” muses Christopher Lee. 
“can't find it anywhere.” 


Lee panecders the preblem as bee stirs his bea and reaches for o biscuil. Such i the weighe of his 
filmic legacy that even this mundane action can prove evocative—his are tee hands that 
cioked argued acehin lid in Honor of Oracula (1968); his was the finger on the trigger in The 
ion with che Godden Go (1974), Here is an acter who bears dueling scars from such disparate 
opponents as Erool Flynn, Oliver Feed, ane Yoda, 

Lee is eaqerdly absorbing mw infeniation about Count Decku as lhe prepares to file 
Episode til The location of Uhe Sivh Lord's hone planet may have eluded him, but he has far- 
mulated his cvs theonme: about his characters backgrauned and meagivation, 

“LT think Gaoku is a typical product of a miliary acaderry,” says Lee, "He is a saldiog, Ibuit ber is 
ake a fonmidable politician. You only have ta look af thee way he convinees his allies to ge 

along with his schenee, and the way he fools Obi-Wan Kenobi, to meatize that he oa 
man of sane genius. 
















“eaoku means poison in Japanese, but | don't necessarily see hirn 
Ah as evil, [think be isa loyal servant to his master, and he employs 

a Wake methods that he considers aparepriate to replace what he sees 
i Kis: as a connupt Republic. What he intends bo replace it with is 


peshaps a different matter, ,..~ 
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lose has of Course made a carcer of playing men you hee to hate, 
but he is also well known for imbuing his characterizations with an 
extra dimension: his oarliost appearance as Dracula was so erotically 
charged that it made him a heartthrol in the 1950s. His perfor- 
mances in The Povane Liteal Sherlock Halned (1970) and The Wicker 
Mian (17923) in particular suggested a depth and complesiny that 
would hawe been lost to lesa diligent actors. 

Leo's perfectionist Zeal was still in evidence on the set cf Episode 
ILI didn't ask the dreaded question, What's my mativation? he 
Says, 1OliNg hit eyes. “but was intriqued by Dooku and tole George 
that | didn't really know anything about the character's background. 
lasked han, What exactly are the Sah? Filming was hele wp kya 
good Wer 15 minutes while George told me about the Sith, how 
many there were and howl become one of the ‘Lest 20° when | left 
the Jedi. 

Lee is resigned to the fact that Dooku deserves some sort of come: 
uppance in Episode tl ane is ivtrigqued by the character's ultimate 
fate. Td lie it if he wars tangormed inta Darth Tyranus on a mere 
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Permanent bagis,” he chuckles, referring to Dooku's Machiavellian 
alter ego. “Tl thank it sounds much grander.” 


< 


Fated ant eaten aa 
Soe he ano ae 


Christopher Lee fint encountered Georpe Lucas at a chance meet- 
ing in Sen Francisco in the summer of 1979, Lee was in toan to 
shoot hit appearance in the movie Serie (his portrayal of a gay Hell's 
Angel dlustrabes his versatility, if mathing ele} but found time to 
attend a tribube ti Sir Alec Garinress, “George was thene with [Enyaine 
Strikes Back directoe) Irvin Kershmer” Lee remembers. We didn't talk 
for long. had recently: finished filming (941 for Steven Spleiberg, 
and George told me that Steven had led what fd done." 

Lee's neat conversation with Lucas tock place ower taenny 
Years later, when he received a phone call from Sipwalicer Ranch, 
ee had litte hesitation in accepting the robe of charismatic 
Separatist Count Dooku. “George saad, would ke wou to play 
th part, We'll hawe a bot of fon! And we ded," 

Lee's casting in Episode Il was pechaps not sunpeisieg considering 
that he had previoudy appeared in “Adventures in the Secret 
Service, an episode of Lucasfilm’s The Young Mehane Jones Chronicles. 
Two of Lee's counterparts from the era of classic British hoeror films 
had already worked for Lucas. Donald Pleasence, with whom Lee had 
sharned in Geet Line (19721, appeaeed in Lucas’ first feature film, TH 
Tha, ard Peter Cushing, whede films with Lee are too murmurs to 
mention, of course played Grand Mod? Tarkan in Star Wars: Epesoele Ie 
A New Hope (1977). “l didh't speak to Gonald or Peter specifically 
about their espenmences af working with George,” says Lee, “bur | dhe 
fenbember thinking that THe fide was a very clever film, Of course 
Atoy Mors was. an amazing movie. Mo one had ever seen anything like 
@. Meither Peter nor | had a clue what a Grane Moll waa, but ll cer- 
tainty shared his admiration for the filer," 

Lee smiles as he recalls his favorite fine from Star Wore: “1 particu 
larly liked the scone where Carnie Fisher meets Peter for the first time, 
She says something like, "| recagnazed your foul stench when | was 
brought on beard.” Very aod. | enjoyed that” 

“Peter and Donald were both fine actors, extraordinarily versarile, 
but they favine thamsehes rather tied down playing characters on the 
dark side,” He omiles. “Rather like someone elie | could mention...” 
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Broadly speaking, Lee spent much of the late 19505 thraugh te the 
early 1970s appearing in hoor films, and though he considers hes 
“graveyard period” to be behind him, he is qraceful that his stabure 
and nequtation for such filma brought han be mind wien Tien Burton 
was casting Sleepy Moffow (1999), Peter Jackson was casting The Lara 
ofthe Rings trilogy and George Lucas was casting Epoode Of Lee gar 
toumect another of the film industry's legendary figures on his first 
day of filming with Lucas. 

“On ny first morning (filmed the scene where Dooku & escaping 
fron the battie on his bie. Francis Ford Coppala was om the set, sit- 
ling newt to George. They're very good friends. He was watching me 
while Iwas shooting this scene against a blue screen with a wind 
machine bleawing my cloak arcund behind me. We shot the scene for 
quite a long time, | would say about thre of four minutes, undil 
Geonge said, That's fine, wewe gat i | stepped down fram the bike 
Jnd Francis carne ip to me ane said, Cheistapher—| thought it was 
all there. The whole character, the whole story. | could road the entire 
situation on your face!” AL this stage | did't boron he was poking and 
said, Thank you very much, but | didn't change my expression once!” 
Once | realized, | thought a wad very hunny, He gawe mea big hug 
He's a man Id like to work for if) ged the chance,” 

The scene where Dooku escapes from the Stalgasin hive astride 
his speeder bike was the first of many Lee perlormed in front of a 
blue or green screen. in same instances, Lee and his fellow actors 
wen meacting to thin air. “Somebody once asked me what if was 
like warking with nathing behind the carers.” says Lee. “) sand, 
‘Don't worry=('m used to that® Forbunabely that wasn't (he case 
with George. He warks wery quickly, but he finds the time bo 
describe things to you. He would set the sceme by saying some 
thing like, “Yourre standing in the royal bow, overlooking a huge 
arana.’ He didn’t really have the chance to go into detasl but he 
didnt need to—you have the descriptions in the script and the 
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power. of your imagination. If you are an actor of ang instinct and 
experience, you can see whatever you want, | can look at a blank wall 
and see something happenag there. 

*Method actors, who often need mare external stimuli, voiskl 
probably havea lot of difficulty on one of George's ser. The Method 
Gmore popular in Anerica than Britain, and 2s far as fim concemned 
the Method is onty a method. tt has helped a lot of people, and mt has 
ruled 2 bot of peo 

“Of course there are special conskierations for technical Bsves, and 
you hawe to be shown where your eyeline is when you're interacting 
with a creatine or character whe will be added later. But George 
hnows exactly what the scene will look like. | would finish a scene, 
and [Visual Effects Supervisor) John Knoll would rush up and hobd a 
shiny surface and then a matte surface up to the camera. He was 
doing this next ta me ane day, and | asked him what was going on. 
He told ee ithelped them add the computergencrated background 
later. (aid). ‘Does this irenam you lonow what this is going to look like? 
He said, “es, | do, and $0 does George—bat mo one elet 

Much of the film's elaborate effects work remained a mystery to 
Lee until he saw the finshed film, “l didn't see anything of Anieck of 
the Cones undil | went to lhe premiere” he reveals. “| could have 
watched the playback of my scenes on the set if fd wanted po 
George replayed the scenes on a manitar ane asked eve if Mol like to 
take a look, but | seid, ‘IP it's all right with you | doa’ want to see i | 
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know what lavas doing ewen though | was acting in front of a ble 
Stree, $01 Coukin') actually see what was going to be added abows, 
behind, ane below me. could visualize the surroundings freon the 
description in the sonpt, although when | saw it onthe screen [was 
amazed, The creatures in the arena were especially impressive,” 

Lee recalls thatone of his most probbematic scenes wad compli- 
cated mot by the provision for subsequent effects york But bey the 
fact he had bo synchronize his perhormance with le revolving Ewan 
MeGregor. “Good grief, that was difficult,” he says, recalling Dookur's 
interrogation of the sutpencded Obi-Wan, “Evan was spinning 
argund, strung up by his pack strag and making the air blue | doon't 
think he was very camfortabhe. 

“Thad to walk around Ewan ina complete circle. The floor was 
made of wo, but it had lithe bales in it, like trefliswork. Ther first 
problem wars walkirey across this surface without catching my heels im 
these holes. The second problem was having to time everything ir 
such away Chat | remained facing Ewan.as he spun arcane, | had te 
wateh hin, mire! the floor, and be careful mat to drag the diadogue 








There were re marks fon the floor] so it was all doveen to aur tiene.” 

Another scene requiring carchul timing are the power of irnagina- 
lion was Dookur’s breathtaking duel with Anakin, Obi-Wan ane Yoda 
inthe Geonosis hangar. “le tied a lot of variagions an that fight te 
find what warked best,” he recalls, We started @ in Australia and fin- 
ished at Esling—it was quite a long process. 

Among the scenes that didn’t make it inte the fished film was 
the moment where Gooku brandishes bath his ard Obi-Wan's dis- 
carded lightsaber and flicks one iap to strie Obi-Wan. The shooting 
scr also called foe Toda to pimp onto Dooku's back, “There was 
Somer Connemn about that scene,” say3 Lee. “| remember saying, || 
think weine in danger of an unintentional Vaueggh beer" 

The relied atriosphere on tet enabled the actors to talk through 
such challenging scenes wilh Lucas and producer fick McCallum. The 
increible took and pace of the dueling scenes are testament to the 
Skill and judgment of everyone invalved from shooting through ta 
eclitirep. 


( Direct Contact 

“George's style of direction is simple to define,” says Lee, “He'll dis- 
cuss a scene and then walk through it with the actor, If ihe camera, 
lighting, and send poaple are all satished, be will say, ‘Do you feel 
like trying a take? | always say yes in situations Ge that, because | 
know fl make a mess af it we can doit again. George directs from 
behind a moniter, | think hes cutie the film in his mind while he's 
shiceotimg it, 

In Pei porate the suggestion that editing is Lucas’ passion, Low 
smiles, “Wes,” he says, “He's absolutely brilliant, and he neser seers to 
et tired, He's wery much the opposite of [Lord af the Ainge director] 

Peter Jackson, who is also beilliant but prefers to tackle a scene by 
shooting 20 takes.” 

Lee insists that Lucas’s reputation fer being reserved, especially 
with actors, is entirely unwarranted. “George is one of the met artic- 
ulate people | have ewer meetin my life, He has the mest amazing 
knowledge—her nelly isa polymath. When we were in Sydney, my 
wife and I wore indited po join Geerge ard [easting director] Robin 








| 


ST4R WARS INGIOE 








Gurland for dinner, We talked about qverything under the sun. You 
may not believe this, but George did mene talking than! did! 

“When we finihed shooting, | invited George to pain me fora 
drink. He said, ‘i'd love to, bet | wertt have lene as i'm leaving for 
San Francisco im the morning.” He joined wi that evening, ated be 
stayed much longer than bee should have done. He had, even 
packed for his journey the neat day. | don't know many producers 
or directors wha would hawe done that for an actor, or for aryore. | 
think he's.a very impressive pore, ln ciany ways he is aman of 
great humanity, but | suspect be has a will of steel He proved that 
when he took on Hollweed at lheir cen game and won. fim sure 
they've never forgiven him.” 

Lee enjoys a similarly warm relaiardhip with Peter Jackson, 
lnineiately prior to shooting Episode I this summer, bee returned 
to Mew Zealand te complete work on The Return of ie Agra, Che 
final instatineent of the Lord of the Aimgs trilogy. He has re-read 
Telhien's (hree-wolume masterpiece every year since its original 
publicatian in the mid-19505. Given that Leo is intimately 
acquainted with all things Middle-earth, is there any part of hem 
that is frustrated about the presentation of the aboriost 

"Poter has done a brilliant job, are if Token was alive teclay lm 
sine bed be the first to congratulate him, fim were proud to be part 
of it, Pee said this many times before, but it really 6a dream came 
true, There are, of course, tie constraints, and | suppose that when 
you know The books well you can spot the ways the story had been 


abridged in certain places, A lot was out from the theabrcal wertian of 


Fellowship of the fing, are only a certain amount was put back in the 
restored DVD. I ahing a bot of us were commenting, “Gh my gosh, my 
soone has gone! or don't remember doing that! Wo were all saying 
that te each other when we sav the first and second filens. Im the 


extended OVO of The Teo Towers they have pul back quite a lo of my 
scenes, as there wasn't a bot of mein that one But even in ihe (heatri- 


cal version Saruman’s shadow looms over the story all the time." 

Like George Lucas before him, Peter Jackson hes played s bbey role 
indhe technical and intellectual advancement of fantasy films. “King 
Rong (1939) wad an amazing film,” says Lee, “and | remember being 
very impressed by the Walter Pidgecn mavie Aanbldcen Mamet (1956). 
The special effects were very accompli lued foe their day, bua what 
distinquished it for mee was that iva a very Evtelligent pichure, Srar 
Wars was of course another milestone—it made cinema highcey,” 


that Peter Jackeon’s ntact protect is a nemale of King Mong. “sent him 
6 meisage about i the ober day,” Low says, snniling. “it read, ‘Dear 
Peter, There's ne wary you're getting me into a gorilla sult! 


With the teapot finally running dry, Lee confirms thet he is arvare 
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UNPARALA, VIRLUANS—The once-gleaming marbée edifice of the 
Palace of Splendid Harmony. home of the ruling Ewer Radkant Throne 
of Virtajanisi, ail bore soot-stains and blast-marks from a Separanise 
allack 48 the royal court held a special cenemany to elevate Jedi 
Anakin Shlywalker to the lew of "Warnar af the Infinite” today. 

The nameless Rajah, speaking through the royal court's Mouth of 
the Ancestors, read the ancient eof proclamation. “There seem to 
be no benits to this remarkable young man,” said the Rajah, switching 
To madenn Basic ai he ended his speech. “Jedi Skywalker has already 
Fighaly earned the ttle ‘Hero With No Fear in hs explairs in bare. He 
is an Unparalleled keader and a pilot witht equal,” Although the title 
olfers Skywalker no practical benefits on Virujansi or elsewhere, it isa 
revered rank only bestowed 29 tienes in the §000+year history of the 
royal court 

Siywalker and his commanding officer General Obi-Wan Kenobi 
had been dit patched to Virujans sie days age to combine their clone 
hapa and ihe local militia into a combined force to Thay off & 
Separalet occupation Skywalker personally bed a joint qyuadron of 
thine booger starfighter pilots and the Rarefied Air Cavalry, using the 
giant borrower caye meteverk that permeates the Hallow Mountains 
ta confound the Confederacy droid wulture fighters in clooe-quarter 
caver dogfights. Without air support, the Confederacy anny, cows 
ing of battle droids and Gassam commands, was decimated by 
Keriei's initiative. 

Reporters qathened fran 
throughout the sector were 
unable to ask Skywalker 
about past exploits cn 
Jabarn or Karine as General 
Kenobi excused him from 
The conherende to atbend bo 
“ather pressing business” 
The well-regarded Jedi 
heroes are neat shipping 
out to the Grumani sectce 
To investigate increasing 
Separatist mulllary activity 
there 


6c STAR WARS IN Se 


OE 


wT WI# 4 


CORE ETA | 1S: 


HO OME T Mews 


The Jedi Council has traditionally avoided public accolades, beut as 
the war progresses, participation in such recognilion has becoming 
Increasingly comenon, ledia analysers postulate this isa deliberate 
attempt by the Jedi te Guild public opinion during the trying times of 
galactic comficr, Wh sounds absurd, sure, but you cant deny that the 
Jeti are geting more and more coverage in the hotoamedia” says 
Androcsiniiann, host of the popular Eriadu talk show Essense, “Maybe 
it's the Republic. Maybe it's the Council, 1's as if someone is looking 
fora poster boy, ane | dent ihink you can de much better than 
Skywalker,” 





OORAL CITY, MON CALAMARI—ARhough ongoing combat engage 
ments in the Mon Calamari system have kept the watery work fram 
falling completely into the Separatist fald, reports fron the Mor 
Calamani Counc have confirmed that vital technical dia is mee in 
Confederacy hands. 

An unidendified shrar oe party of dicers raided the main infonmation 
network of the Mon Calaenari shipyards and absconded with classified 
engineering documents, stashep plans, and performance data, 
Officials believe the attack to have been sound by agents of the 
Techn inion, who have long attempted to persuade the Mon 
Calamari ship-builders te join the guild 

Senator Tundra Dowels has beer aisiting Republic authowltios in 
tracing down the sicers.and esamining security weaknesses inthe 
Aion Calamani defences, 
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Jooku’s Address To 
the Confederacy 


A partial transeri 
broadcast made by 

the Conhederacy, has #lud 
sors. The work of expert sliders sae 
transmission distributed via Republic- 
sanctioned Fete Day messages. Despite ihe 
best efforts of Republic intelligence, the 
Message continues to propagate 


undeniable 2 
Curlews and é 
in. days past, 


rebirth and renewal, (hid mea year be 


Republic closer to its inevitable demise. 
"Another year is snuffed by time, yet the 
fire of our spirits continue to burn. We chal 
lenge the Aegublic, for it is a failure. lt 
denies us a vwereignty and the right to 
anne elves free of connuption. lt has 
instigated an unjust war and brought death 
fo cou mess worlds on the fringes of its 
domain, warldd that simply wish te date: 


mine their cern fate, 


Year’s Start Fete Day Edition 


beets b he] 1 fl [ 


Piped er | 


TWEE EL FRY IVAW TW ail 


Al Foss ~ MEMS Oe LEV BAe Vs E! 


jana 
Bie ++ 


di hawe been decelwed. They are 


eto the Senate to see otherwise. | 


power. Now, the Jedi have had thelr hands 
soiled by this bid far conrad, Th 
ago, the fudiciary relinguahed ju 
of wartinvs tribunals ta th 

the Jedi sole arbie 

their enemies fates. Allin 
the name of security, 
it is said. 

“The Republic brands 
us convards for our contin- 
ied ation, but it is 

wer bahilred 
security am 
Coruscant, le 
drive deep anv 
scattered threughaut the 
quo. This only serves be 
make them a target, and 
mark me, Caruscant willl 
feel the sting of the 
Confederacy before we 


ever conskier yielding. 


A OBS Sir SSeS FO Te dd 


“The Separatist 
moved te an unditdhaied ard secure 
tion to manage the nd gover the dis- 
ele of 


member worlds. Though we have had set- 


tribution of vital assets bo our thou 


backs on vital worlds, we will avenge the 
defeats on Muundlinst and Metaloen, and 
5 back with renewed soirit. Gur droid 
nes, under unfaltering command by the 
proven of Generals, ane indefatigable 
Cur flesh-aned-blo ars hawe iran wills 
bolstered by the knvledge that they fight 
far the truth 
"This new year i the 
when the Republi 
where refoom will exctie the rat, ard where 
anew union will bring justice to the galaxy. 


Dhave foreseen it.” 


FURTHER REAROIOAS 


ed battles cea Brentaal | ace 
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‘Since its roloase, Star Mors Galasies An 
Empire Ohvided has been rapidly growing. 
Not onky has the user base exoseded 300,000 
players, all af wher contribute to the game i 
Intheir coven unique ways, burt the designers 
alia have added 4 greet deal of mew content 
far players to enjoy. Massively Multiptayer or 
Ondine (hac games, such as Stor revs 
Galaxies, rely heavily on their ability to beep 
players. interested in coxploring the qane 
world for manths on end, Far Star bars } 
‘Galaades, this means providing mew enemies I 
to fight (ranging from Borve the Hutt's H| 
Waookiee champion on Naboo toa giant spi- if 
der worshipped by the Witches of Dathorirl, 
New areas to maple (players are maa visit- 
ing a huge cave infabited by the surly “Sulur 
Lake Pirates” on Lok and will soon be able to 
explore the depthd af a twishéd Imperial facil- ‘ 
ity Inowr) ory as “The Warren", and, per- 
haps cost inpoctanth, nee gameplay 
featlines., 

Whike coment additions are common te 
MIMO games, introducing entineh mew faa= 
ture $e if nota regular occurence, As of 
this writing, however, the team members. 
Al Sany Online Entertainment and 
LUCHSANS are preparing to relaasa 
Ted majar new features: player 
tities and player mounts, 


Welcome to Mos 

Quito, Tatooine 

Early in dewslopmrnent, the experi 

enced MMO designers warking on 

Star Wars Galasies promoted the ides 

of "player-ruc cities.” These cities would 

| ceenbine hyve important elements of MMW 


G2 
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Star Wars Galaxies Update: 














House Hunting and Used Bantha Salesmen 


games: in-game housing and the player 
community. Player houses, of which Star vars 
Galaxies already has literally thousareds, pre 
vide players with a place to live" in the game 
word. But players don't esist ina vacuum in 
WIMO games: Instead, they are part of a langer 
virtual community that comes together to 
Pngage in adventure and socialize, Ever since 
launch, players have been able to build 2 vari- 
eby of structures, which an be used 2s homes, 
Shope, and &ver caritinas. 

Under (he new city system being intr 
duced to Star Mars Galaxies, players can incer- 
(porate their structures into a single city. Ta 
Start 4 city, players mood onby erect a srreall 
number of buadings within close proximity te 
one another. This has already been done bya 
number of enterprising players: “unollicial 
cities like Tabocine's Mos Quite have cropped 
up throughout the game, 

To beceme an official city. players need to 

acquire a city hall, Like all buildings in the 

gare, city halls ar actually constructed by 

other player: in the case, members of a 
new profession calked the city planner can 

eneate & deed, which can then be 
deployed anywhere in the game weld 
fo raise the city hail, 

Once a city hall isin place, the city 
can be named. Any player who build 
asbucture within range of the city 
hall beconees part of the newly 
founded city. Players can abo deckre 
residency within the city, thereby 
becoming official citizens. 

Cites offer a number of benefits to 


players, especially to those who build within 
the city’s borders or decide to become citizens. 

























Foe travelers, player cities praniie we boos 
vray Stations in the wilderness, Like designer 
Ceaied cities, player Chiles Bain acess bo 
banks, miaion terminals, thuttleparts, and 
other Structures necessary for adwenburers. 


Utopia or Hive of Scum and 
Villainy? 

Along with player cities and the city planner 
profession, the Srar Mors Galaslos designers 
are introducing another new professlors the 
Politician. Any player with politician skilk cam 
run for mayor ata city, Mayoral flections, hell 
every week, allow residents of a city to vote for 
them new leader. The carcdidate with the mast 
votes at the end of each week ascends to the 
mayoral seat and can begin using the city's 
treasury to improve city life. 

Mayors have the ability to set tases, set up 
polis on local issues, and even place parks, 
Hatues, and other structures to improve the 
city's appearance, Perhaps the mayor's most 
interesting power is the ability to create a city 
militi. Members of the militia can warn ene 
mie or malienienis 16 leave the city, ban 
them fram entering, and even attack irouble- 
makers if the need arises. Depending upon the 
actions of the mayor and the militia, cities can 
become peaceful oases of vialent slums. 


From Outpost to 
Metropolis 

Ada city groves through the addition of 
Rew Pleated Sructires ad citizens, 
i borders expand, The mayor also galrc 
BOCAS LO reve SonCuines are city services, 
Creer time, a chy can transform fram & Rack 1 
Qutpast. which is simply a small collection of 
houses, to a Rank 5 Metropolis, which might 
include all the creature comforts of other 
cities, including a medical center and shutth- 
pork Any "city structures” —induding the shut- 
theport, parks, and even the city hall—must be 
built by.an urban planner before being placed 
by the mayor. 

The mayor purchases and maintains ewary 
Thing the city reeds using the local treasury, 
The treasury, in tum, is funded by three types 
ef tomes. The kecal “citizerishige tan” 1s changed 
weekly to anyone who has dedared residency 
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in thee city. The mayor can also establish & 
property tax, levied against all player-owned 
structures in the city borders. Finally, a sales 
tax can be applied ne ibems sold in the city. Ina 
larger city, the mayor can supplement rewenue 
genorated bey tases by increasing the cost of 
shuttle thekets te ared fron the city. 

Fortunately, the voting system prevents a 
mayor frown gouging his citizens for mare than 
a week, the mayors charging unfair taxes or 
Making life cthensise unbearable, the local ciz- 
zens can Simply wate him out of office, pr 
vided that anather politician steps fonvard to 
runt for the seat. 

Like many other systems in Stor Wars 
Galaxies, the city system ls designed to be 
expended ower time. In the months alter ihe 
initial structures are released, the dewelap- 
ment team will be ievbroducing new businesses 
and business structures for aspiring mer- 
chants, cantina owners, ard others. it's likely 
that new roles for poaticians will also be intno- 
duced, Nearly all of the additions and changes 
will bo driven by player feedback, which has 
been a hallmack of the Stor Wars Galaxies team 
since it first uinched its community web site 
a, Stare argelaxies.com. 


Dewback Patrols and 
Bantha Riders 
The Stor Fries Galaxies world builders have 
crafted highly detailed and absalunely huge 
landicapes. To allow players te onoss the 
deserts of Tatooine of the swarnps of Naboo 
mare quickly [and ina bit of Srar Mare style}, 
The designers ane preparing te introaduce 
Player-cemed mounts to the gare. 

A playercwied mound ia Larned nd 
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trained creature that can be used to carry a 
player. In its initial execution, ihe sysbem will 
allow players to ride reptiiian dewbacks, haing 
banthas, and mvo-legged Guagen kasdu. 
While mounted on ore of these creatures, a 
Player will actually be abhe to control the ani 
mals movement The sytem promises ta 
make travel (uch easier and more entertain: 
ing for players. 

Ag with player cities, the player mourrt spi= 
ten wall evolae over tine. After the inigial rell- 
oul the developers will be adding a number 
ef additional creatures that players can use os 
maunts, Among the mount candidares are 
giant insects, rumbling farnbaa, hiege turtle 
fike tortons, and perhaps even hulking bipedal 
creabunes Moe rarer. 





The developers arg already weeking oo 
“wearables” for creahine mounts, These erm, 
which can be crafted by other players, can be 
used fo decorate or prehect an animal 
Propceed wearables inclice a whole host of 
saddles, reing, hoods, ane even anmarmede 
from bore, leather, anc inetal, 

Fron a dietelo pment standpoint, player 
mawnts ane incredibly exciting because they 
S006 36d Sep piigstone to player-cwned and 
piloted ground wehiches. Mow that the design: 
ers ard Programmers have established how 
players wall control crestunes, the samen 
mechanics can easily be transfered to piloting 
much faster (and perhaps more iconic) trans- 
ports, such as landspeeders, speeder bikes, 
and soos. By the 2003 holiday season, the 
Star Mars Galawies team will have iitreduced 4 
single-seat landspecdor and a civilian speeder 
bie. Again, however, the designers will rapadly 
expand the system to inchide other vehicles. 








The Power of the Force 

While the player community if patiently wait- 
ing for the developers to add player cities and 
Mmwnts to The gare, the developers are 
eagerly waiting for the player community ta 
discover the secrets of the Force. Fram the 
OUT, The designers have indicated that the 
Path to attaining 3 Jedi character in the gaene 
vill be difficult and mysterious. As of this writ- 
ing, however, some players are on the verge af 
“unlocking” the power of the Force. If the com 
munity rises to the challenge. mest mocith's. 
Star Wars Inaider will bring you a detailed look 
at the Jedi sysann, 
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Knights of the Old Republic 


on 


Since the release of Knights of the Old 
Republic (ROTOR) for the Moo, PC gamers 
hawe been clanvoring for thelr cam version. 
Shanty after Comic-Con iabemational in San 
iego, producer Mike Galle filled us in oe what 
to expect from the loreg-ariticipated PC porn, 
There Weill be adjustments made here ane 
there,” he says, pointing out that fan feedback 
is already influencing the conversion learn's 
decisions. “We'll be looking at 
completely revamping the con- 
trols for thee AC We wan't be 
using a joypad: we'll be using 
keyboard amd micuse” 

The same technology team 
That worked on the Xbox werion 
8 ake bringing KOTOR to the 
PC. In addition, & soall staff of 
artists and bevel designers all 
elimmate any bugs that can be 
squashed with art while ersur- 
ing that the high-resolution tex 
tures make the jounney ta the 
land of high-end vickeo cards 
are a 1900 1AM) soreen resolu 
thn, as. compared ta the Kbox's 
G40 * 450, 

“rs an easy change,” says 
Galho, “Tait of thee PT We reed bo 
Support scalable systems. We 
hewe to support the high-end 
machines, but with 4 minemum 
soe.” Lucasfirts hasnt officially 
announced that minimum soec. 
but it’s a safe bet thet it'll come 
in somewhere arcund the equi 
adent of am Shoe about a 
Perdivum 732. 
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e PC and Beyond 


Technical fiues, however, are not the real 
focur of the conversion team. “One of the 
biggest challenges that we have right now & 
just making sure that the experience on the PC 
ip going to be the same as the experience on 
the boo as far as the story & conpemed,” 
Galloadds “We've ben very careful about 
spoiler warnings. but now that the Xbox were 
sion 5c inthe vrorkd, we've had ta kind of 





take that up a mobtch. Bioware’s been very 
gaaee of that as well, and theywe created a 
Separate forum thread that's just for people to 
talk about the gare and the story.” 


Waiting in Line 

While PC garners have faced the choace of wait- 
ing for ther tum or else joining the Xbox 
Nation, there are bao good reasons wity 
Lucasdints chose to release the 
gare Inmialy for the console. The 
first ik a matter of practicality. 

“H's easier to mene from ther 
Kibox to the PC" eeplains Gallia, 
“The Pt cost have a5 nmearry 
constraints 44 an Sao. The Mo 
és a fixed platfoann—all the 
“bowes have §4 megs of memans 
a the Mbooes have a DD drive: 
all the Sbcones do this and do that, 
so theyre all identical 
feuch mare comstralmed than the 


50 it's 


Pc, If we have nvenmary sues ar 
the Pl we can make our mini 
Miuen specs Frigg, hor ema ripe, 
ye Fae errs seed orn Ee 
Xbox we have to fie it" 

The other reason wad sbrabe- 
gic. “We wambed to have a lead 
Position on a comsole, and when 
we sat Gown three years ago 
when wie announced the game, it 
Was announoed far the PC ane 
for a next-pen comeale. Wie inter: 
Tiamally didnt talk abst thie thn 
hg af That point, because we 
were Erin bo figure oul exactly 
when we were Going la unk 





the comsole version and what that 
console wersion would be On the 
“bow, we saw an oppoctunmy to get in 
there and set the standard for RPtss" 
Carsidering the bong and success- 
ful line of Stor Wrors video games, fans 
have wondered why i took so long to 
crqate the first roleplaying game for 
the qalasy Far, far away. “Thag's a great 
Question,” agrees Gallo, “ared thee 
angarer to it ig that it’s a really, nealhy 
complex product—at just compiles 
froma technical poing of wiew bart 
from an onganizarionad paint of view 
and how the game aerd story are 
enuctured and Frow Chede Things ark 
and interact together wilh everything 
else in the game. The biggest reason 
why there hadn't been & Shar Mas 
REG prior to this is because there was 
no beam available ba do ik. Irberreally, 
we didnt have any APS experience, 
and we knew that it was. huge 
undertaking. As soon as we knew that 
the Bloware team wae available, it 
was pretty much 2 coupie of phone 
call benveen our president, simon 
Jeffery, and one of the coeCEOs of 
Bicaware, Ray Maryha” 


Year of the Star Wars Game 
When KOTOR arrived on Xboe, game maga: 
Fires were quick to moninate it as the feerdtrun: 
her nthe qarme-olhe year contests, Galky it 


Whart character da you play bo Gslamien? 


*lhawe 2 Trandonhan brawler, Flies pn 
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modesty reluctant to speculate on whether 


the BC version will receive equal raves. 


cia art are 


the things universally mentioned in 
all ihe revieess ared previews ip the 
qualiy of the graphics, the qualry of 
the vice acting, Thee Qaei Bry ot the 
Story, Thage ane Che shoe alannents 
of the gare, That stuff doesnt 
change, and hopefully we'll be alike to 
make ff iether in sore way” 

Releasing ROTOR around the same 
fime aa the massively multiplayer Stor 
Wart Galanies was nat intentional, but 
LucasArts is finding that, rather than 
compete with each other, the games 
serve separate communities. “| think 
there's some crossover just because of 
the Star Mors esperience, but the 
games themeehves definitely attract a 
different audience. That's one of the 
nedsons why we weren't so concemed 
bout launching these games so close 
together, The audience is very differ 
ent: the plattonms are differnet" 

With Galaxkes set inthe Rebellion 
era and Knights af the Od Republle sat 
Thousands of years earlier, can Srar 
Mis fans hook foraard fo gaemnes In 
ether eras? “That's.a ally imeresting 
quetion” replies Galo, “T's certainly soene- 
Leary we're Going bo hook at as Wwe po forevand 


However, what pecole like onthe Xbox version 9 eve the RG franchise in the Shar Fos ur 


of KOTOR, he says, they wall lowe on the PAC] 
‘think the strength of the game & going to be 
the same on both machines: the sbary, the 


were, All| can say is Than eve will be looking at 
other way bo bring the Shar revs @eperernce to 
people specifically in the RPG market.” 


characters, and the production values. One of 


Ss, beet thee 
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= Death Star II: 
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by Chris Trevwas 


Aggressive Family Therapy 


Emparoe Palpatine’s new seat of galactic 
AW Wiad oop 4 spire on the incam- 
plete second Death Star. The grand inte 
rior of the tower was filmed at EMI 
EBtree Studies during March of 1982, 
The wide staircases and large portal 
widow. of the throne room filled the 
entire expanse of Stage 4, Free thls 
vantage point the Emperor could 
observe the final decisive battle 
between the Aebel Alliance and the 
Empire. Only black fetr filled the window 
openings on set since ILM would add 
the outside view months later in post 
production, Traditional bluesirsen was 
not wied to avoid the problems af ‘blue 
spill’ or color rellectiog off of shiny 
Props and surlaces. It was simpler for 
ILM to add the starfield and ships to the 
black woid while carefully masking off 
The actors who were playing out aimuch 
Pore pertonal battle. 

The evil platting of the Emperor 
reached a crescendo as he pitted father 
agains’ ton ina spectacular final duel 
Initially director Richard Marquand had 
worked with a sword master preglan- 
ning a duel that invelwed the cambar- 
ants wielding thelr weagans one- 
handed. Grange Lucas” immediate 
response wack Chat lighegaieers were 
difficult to handle ance activated and 
the user needed both hands. The tuna 
foaned cat details such 45 these during 
conferences in the early development 
stages, Lucas calmed Marquand’s initial 
Qlualmg that it would hawe to bea big- 
ger fight than in The Empire Strikes Beck, 
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He explained that it dida't have ta be 
bigger, because basically it couldn't 
be; it wad the mental battle that would 
make the Bepunt of the Jedi duel 
greater, A three-stage fight begins 
when Luke first draws his weapon in 
anger, Next he is reluctant to fight amd 
withdraws. Finally, it becomes 
na-halds-barred fight when Vader 
threatens to turn Lela ta the dark sida, 
The shooting script had been vague 
about Luke's motivation to resume the 
fight at thar pivotal rement only 
alluding to his father saving soene- 
thing te anger him. While blocking out 
the fight on set and getting ready ta 
shat, inspiration siruck. With the 
Iengeartanece® of Lube's family history it 
became Clear that his devotion to his 
sister would be his week point. 
George Lucas directed the last 
scenes of the Emperor's demise hime- 
self due to the technical nature of the 
shoot and Marquand being involved 
in second unit shomting elorwhere at 
the time. lan McDiarmid vas lifted in 
the air by a holst over Dawe Prowse 
athe kept a light hand on hin to keep 
him from spinning, It would be fifteen 
years before Lucas would! direct 
McDiarmid in another scene. They 
were together aqain for the first 
scene shot for Epiede |, coming Full 
circle free the Emperor's end to the 
beginning of his rule, Wh 






















The Lake Skulker lighteabe sitting on the Emporar's throne was. orig 
rally on Obl-Vian Kenobi lghbsaber used if Tileing 4h Meu bhope, It syed 
a acho oop in bogh dimes, stanchng in for Ue mee cetiked “Hero props 
seen in chose-lps. 








Incaue of fie ar ieminent destruction 
of Ehe bustthe station bay Rabel forces. 
donot wee the ekevo leet itt Chet Shore. 





















Whom Mark Hert coiteneriid Beat 
hin rey alin uae viry Varkerish 
(gece neprhy aes TES taupe Les 
be*, The parallels of father ane sors 
are acocrharbed wisaslhy Hereregh wart 
the Sapa, 


Peter Geamnond, who hod seeved 
6 shunt coordinator an the previ 
eum band flit 2c irel meticulous 
cherengrphed thee Fine Tight 





Se QUGIICE. 





Le etre that Indra eng imecrs 
hen fioed dhe strucbual Mare of the 
First Geeth Séae hy beudidirey ihe 
Emperor's chambers aver the tour 
bho euhagest port. 





The crimaan dined Wenge of tha 
Imperial Aragal Guaed cinelopad Treen Che 
shetches of Ade Andie Ho aed 

Aggie Guerand-Ardyer were rosporniie 
for phe film's costumes esigren. Ther bladed 
ned Fae of the quod shonds in stark 

eonbrst to the monochromatic Empire, 













Lighting tad to be 
carctulky designed 
since all three main 
characters were 
dresiad in black ono 


dak colored sat 
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Joie Lite eerote fue caesels: i The Morus Jick 
Order weries befowe paring thee cietchdling 


Voluna Tht Lier Force. 
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» In the beginning, James Lucena was just 
qng (6 be 4 consultant. 

Luceno was brought aboard the New bedi 
Order project because of his experience writ- 
ing the Robotech series of mowels for Del Rey. 
Under the collective pseudonym Jack 
Mckinney, Lucena and bis friend, Star Woes 
legend arian Daley, wrote 16 Robotech 
novels, an experience thet gave hima hardie 

on along, extended star's continuity 

demir’ —nat to mention the ups and 

Garis of relations with a franchise's padsian- 
| ale fan base. 
| Lucene quickly stepped bbeyord the con- 
sultant role, writing the fourth and Fifth 
books in the series (Agents of Chaos | Hero's 
Trial and Agents of Chaos lil Jed! Elina, 
And nov, alter 12 novels, teo ebooks, amd a 
serlalized novella produced by a dozen 
authors, Lucena is taking the New Jedi 
Orders reins for the climax, Tre Wiaiying 
Forée (Del Rey, $25.95). 

“Lenjoyed it immensely because | was 
there from the beginning,” Luceno says of 
penning the series’ conclusion. “There was a 
lot of sathfaction in being chosen to do thas,” 

The Unliying Farce, as you'd expect, wraps 
up the story of five years of wear in the Star 
Wars galaey, tying the many threads of the 
taja back together. lt begins with Han Sale 
and Leia Organa Lolo on a rescue miasion to 
@ Yuuzhan Vong prison camp, while halFevay 
Bored’ the galaxy the wounded living warld 
Zonama Sebot—rediscayerad by Luke 
Skywalker, Jacen Solo, and other Jedi 
struggles fa recover and play a role in the 
conflict, The Yulurhan Vong face internal 
rifts, as the transhormed Corsucant suffers 
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Conclusion... 


James Luceno Brings the 
New Jedi Order to 


inale 


Irom 4 malfunctioning world 
brain and a rebellious widerclass, 
Readers whe like wall-to-wall 
action will aye The Uaihaireg 
Force, There's an assault ona 
Aictilla of Yuuzhan Yong and 
Peace Brigade warships that 
abruptly changes fram victory 
inta a deback, placing Han, 
Leia, and Jaina Solo in gravest 
peril Several surprises face 
Han and Leia in the Caluula 
system, where they find them- 
selves banling the Tuuzhan 
Vor alongside @ bomg- 
forgotten figure and discower 
that lhe bioengineered 
Plague Alpha Red is lease iin 
the qalaay. And as ya 
might guess, there's a shat- 
tering finale on ane abe 
Coruscant, with the heroes’ lives and the aut- 
come of the entire ear in the balance, 

The Linitving Force also sheds comsiderable 
Sight on the history and nature of the Yuurhan 
Vong, Laceno finaly neweals the connection 
between the Yuurhan Vang and Zornama 
Sehot, and he provides a theawght-proyoking 
answer to the longstanding mystery of the 
Yuuzhan Yang's absence fram the Force. 

The Yuuzhan Vang's origin and exodus 
from their home galaxy tums out ta be a 
tale that reveals the species as more Tragic 
warebenérs than hateful invaders. I was 
ahvays locking toward the indigenous pea- 
ples of the Americas, lite the Maya and the 
Aztec,” Lucena says, athding, “There is a 
tragedy inherent in thease cultures." 


ee ee 
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Aton paint, Luke and the Yuuzhan Veag 
priest Harrar engage in a passionate debate 
about the condlicting philosephies of the 
Yuuzhan Vong and the qalacy they hawe 
invaded—another scene that may leave 
readers reconsidering the invaders. 

“Deanted to give [the Yuuzhan Vang] 
more depih; | thought the onky way to de it 
would be contrasting their truth with the 
Jedi truth.” Lucena says, “The idea is it's not 
43 black and white as the usual villainy. ... 
The Linfying Force has a hot ef gravy in it." 

So too docs the continuing tale of the 
Jedi, whose uneasy relationships with thee 
Now Feputtec and with the Force incelf has 
been a majar theme in the series, [Honmce, 


fran Brian Daly 
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the tithe) That's a story that’s been given As for Lucero after New Jedi Order, he's 


greater depth and its own sense of tragedy mot sitting sill His next project if wer per- 
inthe prequels, whese continuing revela- sonal He's pursuing 4 longtime dream ta 
tices fed directly inte the Mew dedi Order as 
it uifoldeed, 

“lh took what George Listas was cing lin 
the prequels to se¢ that the old Jedi onder 


had insome ways doomed itself by separat- 


acquire a piece of land somewhere in the 
Yucatan peninsula, a site on which hel 
bulld a little thatched-roof casita for himself. 
(He even learned to thatch In Guaternala.} 
Alter that, Star Wars cal agains Lucena 
wail Eee arin The pet for an “Inside the 
Werkls" Book Tron DE similar te those writ- 
ten far Episodes | and IL bat dedicated ta 
the classic trilogy. Luceno had fended ta 


ing tte and enclaving itself to the wham 
of the Old Republic,” Luceno says. “Ido 
think that the story is really in large mea- 
sure abut the Fore and redefining the 


"| do think that the story is really in 
large measure about the Force and 
redefining the Force." 


take 4 log break from Star Wes, but them 
he save art for the Battle of Hoh are! Gen 
Kenobi's cen lithe house om Tatooene 

*| couldn't resise,” he gays. “) theaigh, “Oh, 
this is cool." Mi 


Force... The series is werg much about the 
Jedi struggling to find their way through 
thas, | like that we wore able to play with the 
Jedi philosophy a bat 

While post-Mew Jedi Order mavels ane an 
tap. it was Lucene’s fob to bring this phase of 
the Star Wine saga te a satisfying concly- 
shon—a difficult task with any epic series that 
has become such a part of readers’ lives. 

“| thought The Lindfying Force was the 


r re, b a Li - r 
period, the exclamation mark, the whatever reydattetel 


After a abort brea to build bis dire 





ail write the tect for a Ole Thlegy “nite the 


it is at the end of the story,” Luceno says, Worlds" back fre iDK Pubbshirs, 


adding that he drew inspiration from the 
final scenes of The Lara ov the 
Rings: “Everybody's Scathering: 
theres a sense that this age Is 
ending, Ita kind of bitherivieet. 
That's what | was going for” 

The derd of the Ainad wasn’: the 
only touchpoint for Lucena. He 
also thought of here long-running 
TV shows get wrapped up. “What 
you do is you leave the characters 
ina place where fans can imagine 
them going on and living their 
Greed,” fre Says 
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COMICS LINK 





by Daniel Wallace 


A Rallying Cry for Stormtroopers Everywhere 


the epitome of canner 

fodder. They pet gunned down by the score, 
Theyre wretched shots wherever they aim at 
one of our heroes, They're nameleid and fane- 
less in thelr identical cold white suits, and 
Arack of he Clanes irnplies that they're all 
identical under the suits, tocar at least most 
of thom am, Low-ranking Imperial officers 
Gant fare much better in the films—they'ne 
lucky to get in 3 Single lime (T2217, why 
aren't ou St yur port? before thelr chests 
bhosiom with the soecie-efiects magnesiuen 
Hares That signify death by blastor fire 

OW course that's what you expect fron the 
navies, where the spotlight iy aheays on 
larper-than-ite heroes like Anakin ard Luke. 
The Stor ors Expanded Universe can alford to 
dive a litte decper into the iriner workings of 
the galancy, Sut while there have been a 
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scattering of short tales shedding light on lhe 
seoret lie of the imperial grant (see sidebar}, 
it's telling that the mest substantial explo- 
ration of the tapic is arguably Kevin Rubio's 
parody Film Tragps. 

Living Up bo its mane, Star 
Wars Enaane will charge all 
that in Dhecern beer with this 
Chree-(phume story arc To the 
Last Man.” kicking off in issue 
O16, Written by Welles Hartley 
Wilh art from Davide Fabbri, the 
tale Kescomes a rememberthe- 
Alamo showdown when a 
ganison of cutmumbered 









impenals faces of against ar 
army of dumaniin, Fans rary 
remember that Amanaman—the 
fong-arned alien in Jabba's : 
palace carying staff decorated < Bring On The Bad Guys 
with shrunken headi—vas an Amanin iF you hi i = eee in Ch 
WGULIR Want ba met.an Amanin headhunter 
in Jabia’s threne room, imagine staring down a 
whole plaeet full of them. 

“Tes bird of 5 Fort Apache story,” says 
Hartley. “An isolated Imperial outpost comes 
under attack by a much leger group of argey 
natives. But all of that is mosthy winder dreas- 
ing. | really wanted to get inside the heads of 
some of the Imperial and shew what makes 
them tick* i has been said that people show 
their truc colors erly under stress, and the 
firestorm of “Ta the Lact Man” promises to 
reveal a palette thar’s much beosder than 
basic “bad-quy black." 

Wie gee he benperials in the mavies being 
very cold and dispassionate. mainky looking 
out for their own interests,” says Hartley, 
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“Either Liat, of they're Gut-ardeut evil, Butt 
don't think you can run 4 galactic Eripire with 
just those kinds of guys. | think the bulk.af 
your force has to be made up of peoole who 
hawe bought inte the idea of the Empire— 
who think galactic order is 2 good thing. 
Witinnaraly, wa knw that the Empire is truly 
evil, but in order to malian control, the peo- 
ple at the lower @chelond need to Believe in 
what they're doing: believe lhat they're the 
good guys.” Running with the “gic guys" 
theme, Hartley clarifies, The audience knows 
things about the Empire that the characters in 
the story wouldn't or couldn't know. This 
alivas the chamacters to do their jobs without 
stepping ta think, Wait.a moinute—we blew 
up Alderaan?! Why'd we dio thatr” 

The adventure takes place shearthy after the 
Battle of Yavin, although word of the Enipire's 
defeat in that conflict hed mot yet fihered 
down to the average grunts. The central igure 
in the Imperial outpast’s defense is stdl-green 
lieutenant Janek Sunber, a gung-ho officer 
with rightequs reasons for joining the imperial 
infacibry, Thesagh the eyes of Lt. Suniber, reac- 
end wil experiance both the heroin and 
hanrer of ground cont. 

Hartley is a relative nevmomer to 
comics scripting. “To the 
Last Maré is his second 
comes star: the first, 2 
Loiwecrattion hoeror tale 
ented "The Keyhole,” 
appeared im the “Codes 
Arcana” awe of the anthal- 
ogy Can hare Presean, Ashe | 
puts it. he wan the Empire gig 
only after pestenng Dark 
Horse editor Randy Stradley 
*undil he gawe in” While 
Stradley jokes that he doesnt 
necessarily recommend Harthey's. 


cralt. They 


strachiesy 








method, he adenits that the kemel of an ides 
in the writer's pitch agpeaked to him. “The 
whole Tew agains: macy’ thireyj—l especially 
liked that Pweg tokd froen the Iniperial per- 
apeciive, We kicked it back avd torch until 
Sunber popped up. Once we had gornebahy 
who could be the main character, Ge whole 
story came together.” 

The art.on the series is the work of Halian 
flustrator Davide Fadel, veteran of such past 
Star Mare projects asJeal Council Acts of Mar 
and “The Stark Hyperspace War” in Sher Mavs 
(here Sear Wars Repl], Hartley raisin yet 
seen Che firval art, but he i already convinced 
of its quality. “He did guch & great job shoving 
massed ‘finchorri in Acts af Mer, | can only 
Imagine what he'll do with the Amanin?® 

Says Stradey, “You have to beep in mind 
that the Empire might not exist without 
Anakin, and the Allance might mat be success- 
ful without Luke, Theyre the pillars that hold 
up the bent. What happens with Janek Sumber 
in To Eh Lat Man Worl greathy alhect the 
Empare or the Aliance, but the events deli- 
nitely affect Sunber” 

Hartley puts it more succinctly. “Tye always 
had a soft snotfor the guys in the trenches” 
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SCOUTING THE GALAXY 





By Steve Sansweet 





ooky Vader, Silent Artoo, 
Chewbacca! 






What Would You Submerge in Kyle’s Fish Tank? 


Collectibles are great—=that's presumably why 
you're reading this colurin—our first ocene 
{he movie. Thats one of Che reacond ony first 
genre book was Glled Star Ward: Fran Concept 
to Stren to Colertible, 

Well the “goneepis” fer Epiade lll 
were Ganed le year and fined by ths 
spring foo the mast part, and the 
moviemaking began at the end of June, 
Near the end of August, i had the peivi- 
lege of escorting Fan Club presidents and 
licensed magacine eda@ors from all over 
the word to the set of Episode Ill at Fox 
Studios Australia. Need | say it was. an 
excting—and a bit of an historic—time? 
You'll see the nesults of the visit in inter- 
Wewes and stories in ductor and the irrber- 
rational magazines ower the net tea 
years, along with scores of photos from 
the set and behind the scores. 

The “soreen® will cane into play, if pest is 
Prologue, sometime in May 2005 in hormh 
Aunerica, And the first round of the “col 
enibles" will beat the mde Gut again, ree 
doubt, salir) Gur desires po bring a bit mere of 
The sage hore wail us, Or, if yu read the 
story on Rarche Oli-vfan in the last sue, a kot 
rmeone in ny came, Bring i all and 


Face-Off 

Since lim writing this before Halloween, | 
thoug Wimy question would be appropriate for 
the season. | want to ask about.an item that 4 
friend takd me about. Is supposed ta be a 
replica of Darth Vader that looks like item #42 in 
the “Uhimate &etum of te Jedi Insider's Guide” 
in issue G7 [when Vader asks Luke to take off he 
mask, revealing a scared face. lt sounds like a 
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Bemavie prog. bs this a real tem, oF was be 


rolstaken? Also, is your From Concept to Serer? 
to Gobectitve book available in soft cover? 
Joseph Crespo 
San Diego, CA 








Vader Revealed isa pretty sooody-/ooring char 
aerer, Joseph, ond an oaesore collectible from 
the era ov the Special fditions, i vas produeed 
bya canny called Mune Cancepds (eatich 
chen became Winave Origineys) and was persion: 
aly soulpred by company chief Mania 
Chiede. [Minn at company bencguorters 
when Mane aids soulonied the Anakin bust 
auto? clay, Me oc ore had os ach phe 
reference as he could Sd, but he Rear pity 
dng the scene from Jedi over dnd over age 
ona? monitor. Monve oie mode the fa 
site Hon Soro in Corbonite prog reniice ond 
other pieces. From Concept to Screen ta 
Collectible, anginally published by 
Chrovucie Fooles in 1952, 4 stil in printin 
Gecethy ere 95) aed Rear (829.94) covers. 
its orodioble from Amazon.com, online 
GUCTis, oF On onder ot most boolertones. 


1,000 Percent Retum 
A couple of days age | came across a yard sale 
loaded with meat stuff, | imenediately noticed 
an 11 14 poster that hooks like the Revenge of 
the Jedi poster but the image is bigger are 
there ane mo oredits. It is copyaight 19835 and 
made by Sales Comporation of America, it ts stil 
wrapped against the original cargoard with 
the oniginal pride tag of $1.99. | paid only 10 
cents, which to me was a real bargain, Fd really 
ike to know the true value of this unique Star 
Wars treasure and how many were msde, 
Alex Sweers, 12 
fame, fil 


Your reanune fools to be jn great shape, Alex, 
efpecaly ghven that its oimast pice as old oF 
youl 4dnd (omar is a.great aree, Th was one in 











acer of 17 Jedi ovini posters that Luconiin 
Heerene Sales Cine, ence, ene ot ee 
Fen’ Chior @ [Lae poster collective. Idant 
Ani for sure, but Chey prota oie 
duted sevend! milion atpeniey, As har 
09 vie, wet wou Be dipery iP sania 
fiat pour pester comes be peceet lh chs races 
as 00 Bares wera! poe patil fee it? 


Artistic Unlicense 

Afew years ago, | ram acrass a mean 
am poster ata collectibles comsign- 
ment stare. The poster says “The fit of Ralph 
MeQuanie” acress the bottom af the picture, 
which is framed in black “Star hors" appears 
impor lately Geko in blue, The Peture bh cone 
ep ait for he first nesting of Luke Skywalker 
and Darth Vader, and it depices 2 lightsaber 
duel. Neon tubes dvhite for Luke, bhoe tor 
Vader) hawt Been added bo (he poster, makin 
for an impressive digolay. 

There are no markings that | can see on the 
front ar back of the poster that would tell me 
when itcame from. The guy who sold it had 
nwo and claimed that they originabed with a 
company In Las Vegas, but | hawe been unable 
to find a company that will cain it as theirs. 
Fm hoping you can shed some light on this. fd 
be Ingerested in the company that produced it 
and how many were made, 

Sieve Kinane 
Boise, ID 


The neon poster ovens doe, but phe near ear 
you can't find monulocturer diforrsa tier ov it i 
fhat it wasn'ta licensed tem. Thet doesn't mone 
ipboodiegged exactly ether, i falls into iat ores 
of.g manufacturer buying a licensed em—ihe 
Sid Horned fale Mogae poster—aond then 
doing a “value-added” maumber to it by framing it 
ond adding the peon—one boosting tbe price 
inte the strarosahere. | enember secing these 
ond severe! onher wovieties in Soccer Gilts sev 
Bray pas ag, if nmay be nispedert, dur itive fhe 
Grigingy price mdy howe beer as high oe ST, 
That fav fo, betieve, aud 5, Soevrcer aise 
fod famed ipecney Edition posters for ar keasr 
Star War and The Eripinre Strikes Back anbed- 
ad wilh LEDs, ate done oy Secondary marker 
exigland. Mane of dese bod city midrufeciver 


iden tied, something thot’ nedify stronge giver 

that these ore electrical praduch Ad for of niuin- 
bers produced, thod's part of the mystery, but td! 
ques in tee hundreds. Botton fine: o cool! piece. 


with @ somieahet mepsterious anger. 


Busted 
| have attached a picture ofa hand-painted, 
ceramic bust of Chewbacca, & is roughly 
55° 6 657 9.5", lracehed itas a birthday gift 
last year froen a Trend who Saed his mother 
found the plain but aed painted it | have 
never seen anything like this anywhere, Deo 
you have any information about it? laa, were 
ther ceramic busts made? 
Greg Magy 
€olumbus, OH 


Chewie? Or Apeman? Toa've never seen oney- 
Thing Mee (honpedhene beooune pour newer WS- 
red Sancho Ob) ban! Mhot surprises me i 
seeing one.of then busts todey, sine) they first 
were progkiced fn the hate 1S Gs and ear EOS 





when the “mde pour cen otter” 
crane walt ot is peak Soret serum up 
relling presmeds vehiteweane fat potrons 
cowd paint, glaze, ond fire at the stone's 
kiln to cremate a custam-decoroted object. 
There were mony undicensed character 
pleces, among them @ fon of Ster Hers 
ehanocters of busts, mugs, bors, formes, 
wal henagings, and for anher purpases 
just impossible ro figure aut. This plece 
fas Ber ond chev! somewhere fav 
yedre! Anonag the rrr popular Star 
Wars co-if-pouriea cendnick: Vader, Foeti, A2- 
O23 0-380. and af coune, Cheha, 


Uncut 
| have a question regarding the letter on the 
uncut Topps cards in issue 70. | was at an 
auction, and | saw.a set of Stor Mors cards that 
Dikesd amd figured | would try to get them. ih 
turns out that they were a set of thase exact 
cards, amcgpt they were out Are they as rane as 
The unecit ones? lam just ching to knee. 
Calvin Balrd 
Marihallvilbe, OH 


Die ne rare, Colvin, he answer a mo, The 
Uniqueness, dird! Nius (fe wale, coe [fhe preying 
Fir! pvt Pre Corer Pea ey eer cca, 





Paper ‘our Wall With lt 

Dreceved as a bithday gift.a piece of Stor Afors 
wall pager, If measures 21" 0 32" and bh dated 
Ta78, with a 20gh Century Fo copyright, | 
kro my place cannot be wanh much, Mor 
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that | care, sinor it is tatally cool. But 
fy friend has two nolls of it, and they 
are both sealed, Cra you knee if these 
Tad rol are of ary walise? | cance fined it 
listed arpahere. 

Chris Qwend 
San Dimas, CA 


Foulre igh? thed your piece should be valued for 
the oon! factor and phe fect thar you gar it.asa 
binthday al, and motany cash wale. However, if 
pour fend dees Indeed have neo proved couble 
roti af nne Femi prepasted vinyl wallpaper 
fram Engionds Inperial Chemicals Line, Pod say 
fey re eeonthe ot leat draurd $75 each paday. AW 
dowic Star Wars veoilpoper is ited on page 245 
of the second ecition of Tomart’s Price Guide ta 
Worldwide Star Wars Collectibles. 





Drowning ‘oda 
As a collector of Stor Wars and an aquarium 
hobbyist | warn woredering if you could help 
me. [have a freshwater aquarium and would 
ke to place a Soar Wars item i the tank, | eas 
thinking of a Yoda action figure of an intenest- 
ing statue. | am afraid that the paint trom the 
figure would make the water taxit or be wery 
harsh. | have.also thought of the top of 4 Darth 
Vader Pez dispenser. Go you or any of your 
vast readership hae any suggestions? 
Kyle Healey 
Richmend Hill, Ontarle, Canada 


Randers? Here's a chance to hela fellow Star 
Wars fan. Hine pou mabrnenged any of pour boys 
ford Peddadeedalby foray ine wile The erry 
nonmetal health authorities bere coved aa? if 
0, send mead suggestion | oan pas avery bo Mpie. 

Acovple of things do. come to ming, Hasbro 
did these wen range Epsode | “Battle fags,” 
deo of wich contoined' four ooforful sea crea- 
tures each. To fad them, you have to piace pour 
battie bog in wter, det it expand, then cot it 
ae and find che fiat in ther once, if ney con 
Bunvive That, they cen cig por revale 
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Thee other possibiligy is perhaps one of he 
strangest Star Wars toys ever producect Hasbro's 
1ee3 Star Wars Monger Wand, which pranmsed 
rota “water Wate a universe of creativity.” it 
cengiited org plastic tank, @ powder that weed 
tun dod cleey ge! van nhe addition af 72 quinces 
of chaived water, ane d durech af sman vefnches 
and asteroids along with a Death Stor fark bap 
tom. Id leove the povedered ge! out, Porvever. | 
don't think fhe fish paula Mite if uet. 


Who Needs Instructions? 
Ady question concerns the 2007 Hallmark 
A202 ormament. The sound on my omament 
is diminishing, sc | Immediately suspected that 
the batteries ane dying. Hon daactly li oe 
Supposed to change the batteries in this ornae 
reese? | heer. really See erye Way DO clo ie with 
out breaking the omaenent an arceer wuld 
be greatly appreciated. 
Brent.A. Schluessler 
Princeton, IM 


Something tals ne you aiscarded the boor and 
inetctions ther fine fol at Holiman provided 
with ths chingy (ite Arto wit. Toopen the bet- 
Tey COnpnimeent, tun Artog's done counter: 
clockwite dnd fit up. dst nee Le nae 
burton-tell bavterded da the ba mery cevripernn, 
making sure ihe+ sign-on eoch faces top, Close 
the bop fhe opposite woy you opened ip pry, 
bare fun, ond end the column sone 
Christmas cookies for his elo. Hallmark reco 
mend: that you store 
Atos betwenn use 
with his batteries 
boat 1) Beer 
you hae 
hina cur ai- 
peor round? 
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had a qredd time 

meeting with Star Wire facie at this past sum- 
mers Comicon in San Diege and Wizard 
World Convention in Chicago. You may recall 
Fran last marith's “Tay Box” for while at 
Comic-Con) that Hadheo announced ther Jedi 
Waster Points Auction. This will allow regis. 
fered utes of stanwars.hasbro.com to bid 
on hard-to-find items like the Jorg Sacul fig- 
ire, the Toy Fair Garth vader, and the A2-D2 
Astromech Droid. For complete details about 
the promotion, please go ta 
starevars hasbre.com 

At Comic-Con, Hasbro ale offered a sneak 
preview of the 204 release schedule specifi 
cally the themes for the basic figures and the 
names ofa Tew of the basic and cichuse fig- 
ures, Those attending iWirard Word gat ta see 
These boys in person for the first tiene, Shown 
here are some of the 2004 basic figures, 
inchuding the Hoth Troceer, A-3PO and Luke 
Skvwalker Moth Attack, a5 wellas Hasbro's 
new detlune figures, incliding the Wampa 
with cave, Gonqal Rigekan with tactical map, 
amd 0-200 with escape pod. All of these fig 
ures aro Gud out at the beginning of 2004. 

Other basic figures also previewed at 
Witand Work, and alo shown here, wore 
The last wave af 2003 figures, Including 
Three new Attack of the Clones figures. These 
figures included Ayy Vida, a Tw l'lek patra 
of he Outlander Might Club om Coruscant 
and a consort of local crime boss Hat Lo: the 
Shthmonger Elan Sleazebaggane, a wiry 
dealer of illegal substances who frequents 
the entertainment districts nightclubs amd 
bars to peddle his wares; and last but cor: 
tainty not leas, Obi-Wan Kenobi, aloo from 
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labore 
(Joc 


& Tray 


di Rreght Like Shyer (H 


Voir 


By starwars.hasbro.cam 


the Gutlander Might Club scene, where hae i 


Use0¢ & Jedi mind trick ta convince 
Sleazebaggano te change his ways. Each 
figure is authentically styled from the 
Coruscant scene ane comes with enviren- 
ment accessories from the Quilander Club. 
The figures alsa have multiple points of 
articulation, 30 you can rélive this scene 
cover and aver aqain. 

Ad anndunced earnier this year, the Chore 
Ward are coming to Cartoon Meteark this fall, 
The unique styling of the Chong Wars aria 
tion was created by Genny Tartakowsky. the 
Scclaimed creator of Sami Jock ard Denter's 
Laberotory far the Canoon Nervork, This awe 
SO animation style is read fora TW series, 
and i's equally cool for bays. So for Spring 
2004, Hasire will offer an eoclusive fine of ani 
maged-style figures focusing on the core char: 
acters from the Clone Wars animation. Here ¢ 
a fret ook 41 the animated Yoda, brought to 
life in 3D form. The inetial waner will inchide 
Andskin Skywalker, Chi-tWan Kenobi, Mace 
Windu, ard Asaj| Vertrass. Look for these 
awesome figures starting im January, ‘ae 
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2 Mecrty south, on compasses 
BS “The fern, he's a priest..." 


(Ogder Mech) 
Linguistic ending for "Eu er 
“Ewnk” 


Han-analng video, for chert 


of bimme |" (inchaae cheer) 
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loved seeing Ue fan artwork in 
the hast issue, 6nd | cculdin’t resise, 
fo here's 2 picture of the coobest 
aben ewer, the Yuushan Wong. In 
the wards of a thankiul Wookie, 
Ur wh! 

Poter Varallo, Age 12 





Wy favorite aliens are the Abyssin, 
the Arcoma, 2d the Givin, which 
were seen in the -Cantins sere ir 
Afvew Hope. it may sound rubs. 
but these three hawe my vote, 
hands dive! Folie: that look as 
ugly and weird as these charac- 
fers, and still have the confidence 
8G GAMUT ated bee Geen ina Bar, ane 
my ind of people... Lireen 
alieral 

Frankie “The Force" Peres 

Erookiyn, WY 





Lown 95 af the Star ova monnels, 
and | have chosen three of ny 
favorite aliens. Although they 
weren't om your list, | felt they 





deserved notice. The first creature 
that caughe ng eye in the initial 
doen if the Canting 14 Wee Aor) 
wat the homed Devaron lam, Gine 
leak af That quys wicked grin 
makes you wart to hide your 
money. The second creature | 


_ chose was the Chewin fron 


Jabba's palace. His character was 
also expanded in the book Totes 
from Jobia’s Palace. Cine look at 
him up close would make even 
The Toughess stanmtracper think 
twice about pushing past him. 
And finally who can forget about 
the Ugnaughas, They are the omnes. 
that get to play keepeaevary with 
Chewbacca using C-3P0's heed, 
What other creatune has ewer got- 
ben aay with that? Ugmaughes, | 
salute you. 


Travis Nickerson 
Breanmerton, WAL 





Dkrved your insae on allens! 
Everythire) dean te the caver pic- 
Eure wad pene you try waiting 
@ etter with Darth) Maul glaring at 
you. | think my Faworite alien 
SPCC are: 

(Bugs, because, even if they are 
not the nicest people. they look 
cool and are unique and unlike 
aan other mowie allen lhwe seen. 

” Zabraks, because thoy look 
jue! noah enough to be 
creepy —Oanh flgul is still staring 


@ume—and they cart reset pain. 
Nawtolams. | don’t know, 
mayer it's just that sme again. 
Megan Crouse 
(Hannvony:, A 





Wookiecs. if | had tmp way. 
Id bo a Wiookios. | mean, come 
an, they're strong, they live in 
Tees. and they don't have to wear 
clothes. 

Gran. Theyre the coclest-lock: 
ig aliens in the galaxy. Amd it's 
net just keoks: Theyre polite and 
egreesble, foo. The threeeyed 
beings mabe me want to shout 
out, “Gala Peace!” 

Falloen. | ows he wast ectu- 
ally seen in A. New Hope but Prince 
Sito was then, And mot 2ll 
Fallesn ane bad guys like him. 
They" 0) reser. 
KATHERINE HERRMANN, AGE 95 

COMMERCE, CA 





Thora fo erereirre veten fered Liar 
fist of favorite ober. There were fev 
foo mniony to print but we! nedd are 
enjoyed phem all, Mesct tire fas ir 


The inoue’s “Shar Wars 

Experience” cluenticarh Ireurrd fhe 
editorial), arid pour cls ears Ov 
pogttord, and kets fee fee con cob 
fechenough to cover av ithe wells oF 
Gave's cube. 


Inthe News 

Lara first-time writer, kongetione 
subscriber of Sar Wavy agider, and 
Jeche the majority of pecle whe 
jaribe im abet bow the quialing of 
1h magazine is firsrabe. | wart 
1 BOIL Gul my neve favorite see- 
tion: Ehe® Halohet Mews (HMM) ared 
the 15 Shadow Feed. These arti- 
des are eerily similar to today’s TV 
reports an oppression, war, and 
ole These brufy is a dark side, 
and Star Wars isa parallel in some 
saree To reality. ged jab dare 
by the author Pakie Hidalge, 

Ona siGe rote, a great main 
antic on Ray Park [Daeth Mail, 
He is night: The real Star Frers fans 
recognize him Wwilhaul makeup, 
as | did when he hapoeresd bo be 
Backing up his. gym bag in the 
bocker room of my gym in Wenice. 
(4, P couldn't beliewe it! fl reer- 
Wously aporaached him, and the 
Darth Lord of the Sith was a: 
pleasant as can bo, He chatted 
with me for a couple of minutes, 
bad me he wes working con a ery 
filmed that be coulda t mare af the 
time (X-Afen, Slee Hovoe, and 
wished mre gence wecrboourt Ie vara 
an honor to hawe met such a gra- 
clous Sith! 

Glovanni Jaramillo 


Los Arapeles, CA 


Jean't believe that | haw revt read 
Sny coenments about one af yur 
newes! addition to dasider— the 
Republic HoloMet Mees and C15 
Shadowfeed. | think they ace ber- 
fific and wery creative supple- 
ments ta the Clone iWars. 
storylines. |am sure that lan net 
alone in feeling like the evarits 
and political purriail desorbed in 
these “arlickes” 15 actually happen 
ing in that galaxy far, far avy. 
[think one of the reasoes that 
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REBEL RUMBLINGS fe 


these shores ring (nie is 
because of the cunrent gkobal 
ovens here on earth. Daily 
rOProrts |i ree Pa PENS, AAs, 
and on television chronicle con- 
flicts in Liberia, Irae]. Algharivtari, 
North Korea, Russia, and Bevel, 
While many New agencies tout 
being neutral, ide not think many 
readers or viewers would agree. 
There is. ahyay more than one 
Sle io every story. The boloret 
News and Shadovfeed's writer 
cenainty brings this truth to light. 
These account also remind us that, 
when iE oonmes to war, moore 
truby wins. 
Steve Renner 
Edwards, C4 


We wanted fo male a Falrand 
Balanced” joke here, but agert 
idordoch's office lust oniied ro tet 
ut they sue Soy, hos anpone eer 
seen MMordoch and Darth Side in 


the some room? 


The Family That 
Slays Together 
mone of your dedicaped sulh- 
sonbers. |will reser be la rer 
Wars movie, but i wane to share 
this snapshot of me and my 5- 
yearald son, Ethan Han Avjuilar, 


Hopefully, if you enjoy This pou 








Au stam warms. 


INSIDER 


can find 4 space to print it in your 
AWESOME magazine. 
Yuri Aguilar 
iewark, DE 


Costume Drama 

Here are some pictures of the 
Halloween party my friend Ryan 
has every yoar, Vite ane really hiige 
Stor Wars fans and can’t walt writ 
Episode lL One picture ts of us 
cutie. and the other is.of Stave 
telling Ayan he dorsn't want ta 
give him any Jell-C) shocters, ard 
ta go home and rethink his ite 


Thands for the great reading 
Jarreed Exthe 
Mayaville, Kit 








That Dog Won't Hunt 
... Jedi 


| hawe enclosed a picture of our 
four-manth-ald lab ane cur aun 
modile plates. The American 
Kennel Association would lnvow 
our Black Lab as Daeth Vader 





Dark Lord of ihe Sith, but we just 
eall hirn Vader, Hf you look closely, 


You Put These On 


gh tl hawe newer entben in 
before, | hy araughhy 


enjoyed Insider sinoe | subsonbed 


especialy en 
noms, peurthcuilas 


= right is an acdul 


turing a classic Princess 


the bristles with plier A lace the 


you will ssc a small white 
patch on his chest. My wife 
refers to that as his good 
side. When be isa good pup. 
we call him Anakin. | ave 
your magazine and always 
look foreand to the newt isi 
in my mailbox. 


Tadie Gorlechor 
Lake Zurich, IL 


¢ a child-sized 
athbrush fea 


Quite easy to malo. First, 
ibruzh ina pan 


wane? Alter the placte i pliable (after 2 minutes or sol, 


Af Te 


at oF my Darth Maul jax 


oorhibrush fren Wee water and bend it into a cecular 


picture of a hooded Maul im in 


noe and have qotten im 


YOU enjoy it, 
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Jedi Academy 
For the past five years, | have 
taughe fifth- ane sixth-grade Sockal 
Studies at St Thomas fare School 
in Munster, indiana, where | ami 
lonoawmn For mys iene of Stor itars. 
iy Stor Mors bulletin boards 
started in the spring of 1999. | oe- 
ated my first one as a countdown 



























rors ‘aries 







‘to Episode |, Then each year after 


Jwas reading through the “Rumbles” 















that, | made it my tradition te hase 
my Stor Hors Bulletin Exsand a6 ini 
leet board of the wear, fete bulletin 
board this year has also helped 

me cope with the idea of having 
to wait unail Alar 2005 for the 
release of Episode lll, Tou can see 
the Bart vs. Darth picture in the 


Wes . 


Ta, 
a. is 


=| 
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Ach we have viited. | looked 








bet 


Teer 
‘ - Ph a ft 


and 604 doing an ion 





WEL Bary TO- nee ce maize 





darece, Ul Pepa ya eripy thee pike 
ure as Mach as | enjoyed wan 
ing Thern alent the dance 
JOHN DUFFY TRY? 
CRYSTAL LAKE, OL 


Then and Now 

The ‘then’ picture is Tron 1S, 
when Beipine was released, This 
wad. Laken at ny binthelay party, 
fda 25. That's re and my cousin 
Glenn §pearting ihe 

bier cand! Uae ie the Fen bap, 


center this is straight from your 
pubbcation. | bought an extra 
cooy ones [aw Th picture, we 
also laminsted my A2-02 bumper and my couch in the Xing lop. 
sticker from my imiider member- The “nda? pachure Tram rely 
at Celebration IL ght by the faun- 


tain. There | arr 22 years later in & 


ship kit, and you can see the card 
from Stor Wers Celebration IL 
Kay love of Stor fore creates wintagpe Fett nanan T-shirt. Some 
things never cheep! 
Cristian George Macht 
Chicago, IL 


fink between me and my students, 
especially the boys. | can wee 
them with my kovwdedge of the 





films, and | have even gotten a 





few of them to subscribe ta pour 
fabulous publication! simply 
geves us something in come¢on, 
and [am quick to quote many a 
Shar Wars film while | beach. The 
students ce it 


Alay the Force ber vith you! 
Janelle Hille 
Valparaiso, IN 





Luke Sleepwalker 
| just had to send ina photo of 


Pillage People 
ioc this shot at the Chicage 
Hunger Walk This past Jue, 
Pictured are TES 1275, 0117, 523, 


ore of the cutest Star Miars fans, 
Zachary. With his smile from ear ta 
Aa, FOU Can Tell how happy ne th 
with hii new lindspeeder bed | 
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built for him. Goireg te bed 
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Medina, Ohba 


Statement of 0 and Circulation 
The cf Pel ication 
Publica thon Pbarrdliep| 
Dane of Filings PS 285 
Frequenny of Laie) bt pF, Mary, Aug. Mow, ret (elas, ber, Sap: Cee’ 
Sumber of seed Publithed Areualby: 2 

Aanual fubsorpteen Rate: ba 52 

Dom plete Mail eg Bed ee of Kon Office of Publicatian 

Page Publphergy LOC 5249 1th Place SE tule 110, Bele A SEE 

fos phe Mla reg Sddreas of Heecquerten or Gereeral Gindieed Hiice of Pebloher 
Paine Pibihieay LOC S245 1c Pec ee, Sale WO, ees VA 

Pulldither: Lina Seeeera, Paina Pebli hing LL, 

3245 145th Place SE Suite 110, Believe, i, ea? 

Editerdn-Chiet Ores Gro, Paina Publishing 
45 144 Spire BD, Bolles i, 
ke Vterty, Paina Pay bligh 
2245 14575 Ploce i, Sure | 
Cramare Paiss: Publhehinay Lit 
Ae, Fabra Putdiss 













te 110, Believe, WA oT 

£, Sulte 110, Bebewor, WA eek 
O, eee, A, 
Johnny Wile mom, . Palno Py hlinhis SF Salie I OD, Pehewiee, WAS) 
Kraen Bond bolcerd, lelcrtie gene, aod ther Securky Rakien Dewning tot Hoi bili reg 
1 Paacerd co Mare of Tata) dencurd of Bods, Mortgages, co Other Secerthey hose 















Extent and Wature 


ure of Circulation 


Chm bithen Bote dren Septarmber WOE 





frutrage Hig, Airtual Ho. Copiea 
One Back see of Sighs lew 
firing Preceding Published Maarect 
Teeahe Manthi to Filing Date 


Ton! Hurmber of Copies (4 7B 1o.ars 
Toll Pik Pequesied Subucriptiqns 1a 172.a00 
Sales Thegegh Cesar and Carters, Sree] Meds 
Ceueter Sates, anc ohh ones Paed Deane 





betes 14 fer 





Free Gotrijuticn Thro Fay LF] 
Free Doirbeticn Danude che Riad 14 
Total Pree Ditirisiuson P= 
Torta! Qliwselaurt ine. 1VeLI71 
Copies Wee Dbeirbuned 1 
Tata 1, 7B 
Percent Paid aedior Aegieined Crediton REIT 


Loenity chun all infoerites furiobed abowe he tree and compliers 








Putt Ler 


ala STAR WARE IHGIDER 





ae oh 





pe ins, mt 
nn Pen 








| Tyke 
Tuy 


mae 





Over 15, ,000 Unique Items and Growing 
www.cloudcity.com 


All the newest Star Wars items from Saga Collection and-Clone Wars 
including basic action fi igh Res. exclusive action figures, 
deluxe figures, vehicles, | hed, and much, much, piper... 













tot ypes and Rarities} 










wi 
g 
3 





te | it: 7 eae 
Boxed Vehicles & Playsets — ” Proof Sheets — 
Loose Figures, = = Cromalins 
Loose Vehicles and Play: ~ Original A ork 
Boxed Mailers ~~ Hardcopies ” 
Dolls First Shots 
Micro Collection oe Design Material 
Diecast Vintage 3-Packs 
Collector's Coins Foreign Rarities 


~ 3100 Medlock Bridge Rd, Suite 135, Norcross, GA 30071 
Send inquiries to sales@cloudcity.com or call 678.291.9242 


der for starwors.com 


hi 


dalgo, internet Content Prov 


i 


STAR Gig 


de Return of the Jedi, there's 3 shot of Darth Vader in the 
Emperor's throne room, and his lightsaber ls casting a shadow, 

Why Wasr't this fixed in the Special Edithont 

f in this case, there's nothing to fig lightsabaers, if they were real 
welk! cast shadows. The blade ofa lightsaber & apaqie—yaou 

| fanaa through it. Therefore, light cant pass Cinugh i, and thus 

would tast a shadow, You can see this far yourself by holding an 
flumaénated florescent light tube. Sure, i's cresting light, but if 
there’s another light saurce im the room of sufficient strength, your 
shadow will shore you holding That tube. 

That sald, the lightsabers in the films aren't cinematicalty realis- 
fic Exoeps fee a section of the duel scene in Dooku's hidden hangar 
In Episode |, lighiabers never tast interactive lighting as they 
sould, Theat would be a difficult prap andor effect te engineer for 

Bore eo the inbense sevord fighting in these ncvies, 


if Darth Sidious is a Sith, then why 
doesn't heuse or reveal he has 
alightsaber? 

The short ameanewer bs: Chang pecs For, he 

; hasn't had need to. Sidious style 
forures on plotting, mot combat. That's 
what he hasan apprentice fer, 


When Luke antered Jabba's palace and fell into the rancor’s 
caver, why didn't he take his lightsaber with hin? 

Luke's lightsaber was, at the time, ina sensor-proo? compartment 
ingidla Artied-Detod’s flven dome. and the little astranmech was 
being reassigned to Jabba the Hurt's sail barge, The enbry ta 
Jabba’s palace wae fined with sophisticated weapons sensors te 
enguré (at one of the Hurt's many enemies didn't enter the desert 
fortress armed. Sure. Leia did lt daeguised as Boushh, but she wan 
undercover as a licensed bounty humter, Luke didn’t mack hime 
or his. intentions, so he came unarreed, 





la the lightsaber Anakin gets Im Episode 0 the same lightsaber 
Lake has in Episode (V? if nat, what's the difference? 

There are ainumber af cosmetic differences between Anakin's 
Epeode Il weapon and the lightsaber Luke inherits in. New Hone, 
The Episode Il weapon resenmibles a croas between the blue-bladed 
lightesber that becomes Luke's and the red-bladed one that Vader 
will wield. 

The big tip off that the Episode II lightsaber isn't the Episode Iv 
lightsaber is that Anakin’s if destroyed in the Geonosian dro fac- 
Tory, By Epitode 0, hell have a mew weapon, and we'll start to se8 
how all these lightiabers are connected. 


STAR WAAG INSGIBER 





Answers to Your Star Wars Questions 


Hooked at a lot of pictures of Mace Windu in the magazine, 
ened | coukdn't help but notice that he had tee different 
lightsaber hilts in the pletures 
from Episode i and IL What 
gives? And why does he have a 
blue lightsaber im Episode 0 ane 
a purple one in Episede II? 
Mare has actually been shown 
with thee cittarent lightaber 
designs. Ore of the early proma- 
Choral phrnos of fellate Teor Epmeuceden |, 
Lee in cardboard stares and 
elsewhere, hae him camry a 
father simplistic design similar to 
Ki-Adi-Mundi’s weapon. That's 
because this photo of Samuel L Jackson had hin with he wrong 
weagon prop on his bel. This ear was caught and comected digi- 
tally when the same photo was used in the Eevee! isu 
Dactionany. Mace’s proper weapon was digitally substitubed inte 
place. Remarkably, an in-unberse explanation appeared in the onge- 
ing Ster Wore comic series, attributing this obscure error to a Jedi tra- 
dition that had Mace ard Eeth Roth exchange lighteabers far a time. 
When Episoce Il began production, flece’s on-screen lightsaber 
action scenes created an Gopartunity to craft a fresh, distinct 
weacon forthe Jedi Master, This resulted in the flashier new “ehes= 
Trum plated” handle een on Geonosis. Foran in-univers explana- 
fiom, (he Clone War nowel Shottepolst stabes that Mace has been 
continuously working on his lightsaber design for years, corisnanaly 





modifying it to achiews perfection. Glven the ten-year gap between 
Episodes | amd IL that's a lot of room for madiicarion, 

We assume he had 2 blue lightsaber in Episode | because that's 
whet the toys, comics. and video games depict though Mace newer 
ignites his weapon on somen in The Pano Meade, Though the 
Expanded Undverse has, with George Lucas’ approval, shoram a caine 
bow of lightsaber colors, in the movies he prefers bo stick with 
encen and blue for the pace guid. ned far the bad guys. He made a 
rare exception for Wace, Ag 6 personel fawor bo Samuel L Jackson, 
he lat Mace canry 4 blade with Jackuon's favorite color, purple 

As part of hlace’s tinkering, he swapoed out the crystals to 
achieve that hue at some time between Episodes fand Il, tt should 
be noted that.a Stor liars Takes story has Mace develop a purple- 
bladed weapon ala very young age, meaning that he should have 
that color at the time of The Phearan idenace: however, it eoks 
like that tale—like many in the popular anthology seriei—ie mot 
part of continuity. 
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In The &npire Strikes Bock, Luke gives Darth Vader a sanious 
fight. By the time of Aeturn of the Jedi, he barely breaks a peat 
battling Vader. Why? As Anakin is the Ghoven One and esien- 
tally a creation of the Force, Luke cannot be stronger. Anakin 
weuld be a far more experienced swordsman. What explains 
Luke's rertarkable abllity to challenge the most feared Sith 
Lord i the galaxy? 
Im always hesitant to angwer “who would beat whe ina fight and 
wb" type quediions. because despite the best efforts ta quantity 
capabilities as hand numbers by card games, Wideo games, ang 
roleplaying games, the Stor Wand universe just does) work that 
way. Random factors can always tip the balance, and skill ewe are 
always subeerdent to the needs of the story. That's why 4 rookie 
fannboy can blewa seghisticabed battle station out of the sky. It's 
the will of the Force: nore importanthy, it's the wall of the soipt 
you asked George Lucas about the outcome of the duel, he'd 
lively say it's what the story reseed, Por iheae craw a more spe- 
ofc explanation, keep in mar that Listas has aki that wewe mever 
seen true Jedi fighting in the original trilogy. In other words, the 
skill and power that sinakin shows 2s .2 young man is greater than 
whet wo sin im ther classic films. As Vader, Anakin & mone machine 
than man, and belng a halfedrotd construct has periously hampered 
his Gightsaber prowess, Lubes, though not as skilful or acrobatic as 
the youre Jedi of the prequels, is still a formidable opparent, and 
Re BB wery sera in the Force, 


At the end of The Phontom Menerce, Yoda says to Mace Wind, 
“Always two there are, the master and the apprentice.” But | 
thought that Darth Gane imposed that rule at the same time he 
imposed the secrecy rule. So how could Yoda know that but 
believe the Slth te be extinct earlier in the movie? 

itwas a huge para- 
digm shift from the 
impulsive vinlomt 
actions of thie Sith: 
Chat railed! thee qeilpayye 
| a thousdnd years in 
the past to Ae secre 
tive long-term plan- 
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Sith thet followed Darth Bane. Just becsut= Bane intended for the 
Sith te remain in the shadows, though, doesnt mecessarily mesn 
he succeeded. Presumably, in the millennium that followed, hwo 
things happened: the mew Sith methododogy was revealed to the 
Jedi, and the Jedi bellewed that methodology failed, Perhaps the 


Jedi killed what they presumed to be the final tar Sith, Or maybe 


1hey somehow hound evidence te suggest that the Sith destreyed 
themselves, The Jedi Temple, fer example, has a repository of Sith 
lore, including works attributed to Bane ICs easy bo imagine Bare 
on one of his followers faking his or her death to fool the Jedi inte 
thinking the Sith were finally gone, reqecdbess of whether their 


SOchet Wis CUE. 





In The Photon Menace, when you see Darth Sidious asa 
hologram on the Trade Federation battleship, there are 
droids marching in the background, | wad wondering, what 
are those droidst 

Thase little droids are PK units. They are inexpensive worker droids 
manutactuned by Cybot Galactica. They are very affordable. long- 
lhe, and conumanhy encountered. They can also be seen after the 
geass plains hate on Naboo, plcking up the shattered remains of 
battle droid infarinry, 


Vader said that General Veors emerged 
fram hyperipace too clase ta Hoth 
when attacking the Rebel base there, 
Why was that a problemT 

The strategy of the Impenal Death 
Squadron was supposed to Ge io emerge 
from hyperspace ata greater distance 
from Hoth, onganize into attack fomia= 
tan, and then move inward to bombard 
the planet. Such regrouping is standard 
since maintaining combat fonmation over 
long hyperspace jumes is difficult. Ozzel 
[no& Yeers) brought the fleet aut within 
Rete sensor range, before the Imperial: 
had organized far bombardmens, think- 

| ing that the suprise would allow the 
Eripire te easily defeat the Rebs, The 
Rebels were alerted to the Imperial pres 
ence and raised their planetary shields. What was bo have been an 
easy orbital bombardneent then became a costly and prolonged 
graund engagement. Vader corrected the strategec flaw by renga 
ing Cozel fram command, permanently. el 
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- The 1:38 Die-Cast Metal 
- STAR. WARS. X-wing Starfighter. 
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The ultimate gift for Star Wars fans 
Eciting new Awing Starfighter die cast replica 
“wing Epen. ‘You can open and close the 
uttuck mode or flight mode. Best of all, you 
the Aang by using the included megnetic 


its bahind thea cockpit, just 25 it does in the movi 


you Xewing Rearfighter’ i5 2 : Rebel AVianca patch, numbered 
Cechiicats of Authenticity, sbor: i) far remowable ta 






Specialized Magnetic Tool Hits: halla with fhe ullmate Star Wars: collectibla 
bo Penne one Pep ee coud 
panels while prowcung 
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oa Mitit.codednetvinsidere 
Tor information on a special 
| signature series of the 
Rebel Alliance Patch and A-wing Starfighter! 
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Units with the new Armor ability cot be hard to deal with, But with 
the new fecetion cards from fhe fopire Strikes Sack" set, you 
call ped your epposent’s forces right where you want them, Then use 
the tew Frbaoce and Merwe abilities to take thee down hard. 


Choose your side and continue the epic struggle, 
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